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At the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention last summer in 
Anaheim, California, we witnessed 52 

new missionaries being commissioned to take the 
Gospel to the world. 
 Afterward, International Mission Board 
President Paul Chitwood said, “This is what we do 
together. This is why we must stay together.” 
It was a powerful reminder of what our network 
is all about — getting the Gospel to the nations.
 The Great Commission is such an integral 
part of the DNA of Southern Baptists that it 
is embedded in the alternate name we are also 
known by — Great Commission Baptists. But it 
must be more than a name. Making it a reality 
can be a daunting task for a local church. 
 That is one of the benefits of being part of a 
network on mission. We are not doing this alone. 
Not only do we have 470 churches partnering 
together in Arizona, we also have 47,000 other 
mission partners across the country.
 Whether we are talking about reaching our 
communities and state — where people from 
other parts of the country and around the world 
are moving to in record numbers — or taking 
the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the world, it 
makes a difference when you are working together 
with churches who share the same mission. 
 As Chitwood made clear in Anaheim, 
“Lostness is the world’s greatest problem, and 
we have the solution.” 
 What a blessing to have others sharing 
in this challenge. We can give together, go 
together and spread the Gospel together.
 We are a network on mission. 
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on thE covEr:
Caleb and Tricianne Spacht, pictured with 
daughters Reagan, 6, and Camryn, 2, are 
in the process of missionary appointment 
with the International Mission Board. As 
members of Happy Valley Baptist Church 
in Glendale, they won’t go alone. Photo by 
Nancy Patton

C o n n e c t i n g  P o i n t
d a v i d  J o h n S o n  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r 
A R I Z o N A  S o u T H E R N  B A P T I S T  M I S S I o N  N E T W o R K

a network on mission

Like Arizona Southern 
Baptists on Facebook

Follow AZBaptists
on Twitter 

Follow azbaptists 
on Instagram

Churches working together to send mission 
teams to places around the world. Churches 
giving together so that even a small church can 
send out missionaries across the world. Churches 
spreading the Gospel together right here in 
our state in remote places and with unreached 
people. 
 This is what the Arizona Mission Network is all 
about — churches on mission working together 
to make disciples of all peoples in Arizona and 
around the world.



story and Photos by LainEE PEgELow
early a decade ago, Challenge Church Flagstaff and 

Christian Challenge at NAU embarked on a journey that 

would connect them with the collegiate ministry and 

several churches of the Hawaii Pacific Baptist Convention 

on the island of Oahu.

   Through the years, teams from northern Arizona have 

traveled to serve alongside believers in Hawaii who were sharing the 

Gospel in their communities.

 Last July, a team representing Pawa’a Community Church, 

Restoration Community Church, Hamama Community Church and 

the Baptist Collegiate Ministries of Oahu traveled to Arizona, bringing 

this partnership full circle. 

 This was the first mission trip for the one-year-old Restoration 

Community Church, Pastor Brad Dell said. It sprang from the many 

years of blessings received from the Arizona ministry.

 “These past years, our Hawaii Baptist community has been 

N
Above, the mission team from Hawaii, Christian Challenge 
NAU staff and leaders related to A’tsa Bi’toh Baptist Church 
in the Navajo Nation pray at the church. Below, members 
of the Hawaii mission team and Christian Challenge NAU 
gather in the Navajo Nation.



nourished by service teams from Challenge NAU, so our team 

served from a deep well of love for our Arizona brothers and 

sisters. This cycle of shalom has blessed abundantly, and we’re 

thrilled to continue in this kingdom partnership.”

The Hawaii mission team served in several ways throughout 

northern Arizona. 

Upon arriving in Flagstaff, the team headed to First Southern 

Baptist Church of Flagstaff, where they worked with Arizona 

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief. They cleaned the shower and 

kitchen trailers that were used following recent fires. 

The next few days, they lived out James 1:27 in a partnership 

with Lauren Belcher of Arizona Baptist Children’s Services & 

Family Ministries, Challenge Church, NPHX Church in Flagstaff 

and East Valley Baptist Church. For three nights, the group 

provided a creative, energetic parents’ night out for foster families 

served through ABCS. 

Serving with East Valley Baptist Church, plans changed from 

tending the church’s community garden to disaster relief in a 

community just north of Flagstaff that had been devastated by 

summer fires and subsequent monsoon flooding. 

A few days prior, heavy rains poured down the mountain 

across the burn scar, which resulted from forest fires, and straight 

through the church property and surrounding area, depositing 

large amounts of mud and debris. One church member’s  

property and part of her home were devastated by the mud flow. 

The team served several hours removing mud from the home, 

pressure washing belongings and hauling away damaged items. 

Once the mud was removed, they placed sandbags around the 

home to protect it from future rains, an effort that paid off a few 

days later. 

“As we worked grueling hours doing manual labor, I was able 

to rely on God’s strength rather than my own,” Abelle Tejeda said. 

“No matter how much my body wanted to stop working, He gave 

me the strength to get the job done, not for myself but for the 

benefit of someone else to feel His love through me.” 

Up to that time, water had not entered the church building, so 

sandbags were placed around the exterior. These prevented the 

building from flooding when, a few days later, a storm flooded 

the 10-acre church property. 

“I learned God can be trusted in His timing,” said Arjay 

Gruspe, pastor of Pawa’a Community Church and BCM Oahu 

director. “We finished work, and the rains came the next day.”

Under the leadership of East Valley Pastor Daryl Bennett, the 

team drove through nearby neighborhoods knocking on doors 

and offering to help any way needed. Stopping at several homes, 

they were able to connect with the residents in an extremely 

tangible way. 

At the final stop of the day, they met Cathy, a senior and recent 

widow. The team was able to move several pallets of 20-pound 

sandbags to help divert water and protect Cathy’s home. She 

couldn’t believe that strangers would drive up to her home and 

offer help. 

The team shared that Jesus had called them to come serve in 

northern Arizona and love people the way He does. 

“God has taught me that leaning on Him will grant me 

strength,” said Micah Abe, a visiting team member. “When we 

were sandbagging the widow’s house, I was pretty fatigued. 

After hearing Pastor Daryl repeatly saying the Lord was giving 

him extra strength, I started to say it as well. It gave me the extra 

endurance to complete the tasks at hand.”

In all, the team laid nearly 20 pallets of sandbags.

On the final day of the trip, the team traveled to the Navajo 

Nation to meet with Jesse Billy, pastor of First Southern Baptist 

Church of Tuba City, and church leader Jack Colorado, serving at 

A’tsa Bi’toh Baptist Church, a church plant. 

Seeing these communities, meeting the people and hearing 

the hearts of their leaders was intended to cast vision for future 

partnerships and ministry trips. 

Ken Reyes serves with Restoration Community Church and 

BCM Oahu. 

“Being able to share a meal and listen to the stories of Navajo 
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The Hawaii mission team, members of Challenge Church in Flagstaff 
and NPHX Church in Flagstaff serve during parents’ night out for 
ABCS foster families.

Members of East Valley Baptist Church in Flagstaff are joined by the 
Hawaii mission team, members of Challenge Church in Flagstaff and 
Christian Challenge NAU in placing sandbags around the East Valley 
property.



Gateway Seminary is known as 
the leadership seminary. In 
fact, our mission statement is 

“to shape leaders who expand God’s 
kingdom around the world.” 
 We do this by challenging students’ 
thinking (head), trusting (heart) and 
tasking (hands) in obedience to the call 
God has placed on them. As the Southern 
Baptist Convention seminary in the 
West, we are called to prepare students 
to take ministry leadership roles in local 
churches, associations, conventions and 
missionary posts around the world. 
 The mission of the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Mission Network is to make 
disciples of all peoples in Arizona and 
around the world. Making disciples 
(Arizona Mission Network) and shaping 
leaders (Gateway) go hand-in-hand as 
the seminary serves the mission of our 
great state. 
 We work together to shape these 
disciples into the leaders that are needed 
for successful, God-honoring ministry 

to happen. More than half the churches 
of the Arizona Southern Baptist Mission 
Network have a Gateway-trained leader 
in their church! 
 Gateway has partnered with several 
local congregations over the years to 
provide training for their teachers and 
leaders in biblical studies. The latest are 
Valley Life in north Phoenix and Village 
Meadows in Sierra Vista. Being on the 
local church campus helps us develop 
and deliver the best curriculum that 
is needed for the church to fulfi ll the 
vision and mission God has called them 
to complete.   
 Another partnership can be seen 
in the Spacht family. Caleb graduated 
from Gateway a few years ago and 
today serves as family pastor at Happy 
Valley Baptist Church in Glendale. 
His wife, Tricianne, is the librarian for 
the Arizona Campus — and a current 
student. 
 For the past few years, it has been the 
privilege of the seminary to prepare 

the Spachts for ministry — whatever 
it might be. And now, we release them 
to their newest calling, serving as IMB 
missionaries to western Europe.
 Gateway and the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Mission Network work together 
in the kingdom through the faithful 
and obedient giving provided by the 
Cooperative Program to train those 
called to ministry — whether you 
teach a Sunday School class in Bagdad, 
Arizona, or you’re heading to Europe!

making disciples, shaping leaders
PARTNERS oN THE JouRNEY

By dallas Bivins
Director, Arizona Campus
Gateway Seminary

  P o r t r a i t s  |  5

• Ask the Lord to show you where He wants you to be on 
mission.

• Seek connections with other churches and ministries to 
serve together on mission.

• Pray for the churches and ministries in northern Arizona as 
they serve and seek to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
their communities.

NEXT STEPS 

elders was so meaningful to me,” she said. “I was really moved 

by their faith, especially as they are working against the current 

of their present circumstances and the wound of their collective 

past. As a young person in ministry, one of the things God 

revealed to me on this trip was the wealth of wisdom that our 

elders have to offer.”

 This is the power of a network on mission!

Lainee Pegelow, a freelance writer and photographer, is 

communications specialist, missions coordinator and a 

campus missionary for Christian Challenge AZ. She is a 

member of Challenge Church, Flagstaff.

The Hawaii mission team, members of Challenge Church in Flagstaff, 
Christian Challenge NAU and East Valley Baptist Church in Flagstaff 
work to clear an East Valley member’s home after fl ooding.
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hen Gary Derbyshire, senior pastor of 
Apollo Baptist Church in Glendale, 
asked his church to consider going 
on a mission trip to provide Bible 
studies and activities for teenaged 
TCKs (Third Culture Kids) while 
their missionary parents attended a 
conference in Thailand, he wasn’t 
sure who would join the team. 

 “As for me, working with teens whose parents serve outside 
the United States was something I had wanted to do for the 
past 12 years,” Derbyshire said. 
 Derbyshire is an adult TCK who grew up in Thailand, where 
his parents, Doug and Cheryl Derbyshire, continue to serve as 
IMB missionaries. With insight that only one who lived the 
experience can offer, Derbyshire prepared studies, sermons and 
activities that would speak to the needs and hearts of TCKs. 
 The team assembled quickly, but the manner that each team 
member joined was as unique as each person. 

Ready to go … maybe
 Anyone who has taken a trip outside the United States can 
tell you that the need for a good logistical planner is essential. 
Lydia Dressler, team leader, immediately felt called to be a part 
of this team to use her skills to help with travel, lodging, meals 
and	fi	nances.	Her	husband,	Eric,	was	not	as	certain	that	he	was	
supposed to go on this trip.

Teens of missionary parents and the mission team from Apollo 
Baptist Church walk to the beach for some time off during the 
conference. (IMB photo) Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 
Amber Robinson, Gary Derbyshire, Carla Paulson, David Gamez 
and Eric Dressler were part of the Arizona team.

Going
     together

B y  R o B I n  ta l l e y *
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	 “I	needed	a	passport,”	Eric	said.	“It	seemed	that	with	all	the	
hurdles and red tape, there was no way my passport was going 
to	be	ready	in	time.	At	this	point,	however,	I	felt	the	Holy	
Spirit say, ‘I’ll take care of the details.’”
 At the last moment, a passport appointment opened, and 
Eric	was	able	to	get	his	passport.	
	 “Every	hiccup	in	the	way	just	fell	away,”	Eric	said.	

Going back by going now
When Amber Robinson was 20 years old, she spent a 

gap year helping Doug and Cheryl Derbyshire homeschool 
their children so that Cheryl could be more involved in the 
medical ministry that was just getting off the ground. For 18 
years, Robinson had wanted to go back on another mission 
trip,	but	as	a	young	married	woman	with	five	children,	the	
timing never seemed right. 

“When Pastor Gary announced that there would be a 
mission trip in the summer of 2022, I heard God say, ‘Now is 
the time, go,’” Robinson said. “I didn’t even know what the 
trip was for, but I knew I was going. The fact that we would 
be serving TCKs felt like I was going back to where I had 
started by going now.” 

Not too late to go
 Carla Paulson had always wanted to go on a mission trip, 
but as a senior adult, she wondered if she would ever go. 
 “One night at 2 a.m., God clearly said I was going on this 
trip,” Paulson said. 
 The team quickly embraced Paulson as the “Team Mom.” 
The trip ended up being everything that Paulson had thought it 
would be. 

Going together, serving together
 Often when a team serves on a mission trip, the people they 
are there to minister to end up encouraging the team more than 
expected. This team’s experience was no exception. 
 “Watching the TCKs come together after being apart for 
three years due to COVID-19 travel restrictions was so 
moving,” Paulson said. “The way they were hungry to worship 
God	in	English	and	with	each	other	just	blessed	me.”	
*Name changed for security

Robin Talley, longtime Arizona Southern Baptist, is a 

former Last Frontier missionary with the International 

Mission Board.

• Read Apollo team member Rezwana Derbyshire’s first-person 
account of leading worship with the students and hear them 
sing one of her songs at azsbc.link/Derbyshire.

• Pray about supporting IMB missionaries by taking a mission 
trip to care for their children during training conferences.

• Contact IMB to see when these kinds of trips are needed.
• Find out how your church can be more involved in missions 

by contacting Nate Parrow, IMB’s regional church mobilization 
specialist who relates to Arizona, at NParrow@imb.org.

• Request information and training materials from IMB to begin 
preparing to go on a short-term trip. 

• Learn more about how to minister to TCKs and adult TCKs 
starting with this article from IMB’s website: azsbc.link/TCKs.

NEXT STEPS 

Above, the Arizona mission team, joined by a member from North 
Carolina, takes a break. Top of page, teens of missionary parents play 
football on the beach in Thailand. (IMB Photo)
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BIBLICAL theology with a MISSIONAL approach for a GLOBAL impact

Gateway Seminary

CityCity WorldGospel

Leadership Training
In Your Context
Study with pastors, missionaries and faculty committed to reaching 
Arizona with the Gospel! Gateway Seminary’s Arizona Campus offers 
master’s degrees, diplomas and certificates designed to prepare you 
for ministry leadership.

email: arc-info@gs.edu | call 602.843.8544
visit: gs.edu/azc | 12801 N. 28th Dr. Ste. 14 Phoenix, AZ 85029
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or Caleb and Tricianne Spacht, 
the process of preparing to 
serve with the International 
Mission Board as church 
planting hub leaders in France 
didn’t happen overnight nor 
in isolation. When Arizona 
Southern Baptists are sent out 
as missionaries, they don’t go 
alone. 

Drawn by the Spirit
 When Caleb and Tricianne first sensed the Holy 
Spirit was drawing them to overseas service, it was 
not in a specific moment, but rather a series of 
moments that were cultivated by their experiences 
with Arizona Southern Baptists. 
 Caleb has been a part of Arizona Southern Baptist 
life for 16 years — since he started as a college intern 
at Happy Valley Baptist Church in Glendale. Now, 
Caleb is Happy Valley’s family pastor. 
 Within the last four years, both Caleb and 
Tricianne began to feel called to something else 

but couldn’t tell what. They both thought missions 
would be in their future, but maybe after their kids 
were grown.
 “As Caleb and I began to talk about missions, we 
found we couldn’t stop talking about it,” Tricianne 
said. “We decided why not now. We will step out in 
faith, and let God close the door.”
 So far, God hasn’t closed that door for the Spachts. 

Supported by the church
 Once they began contact with IMB, the Spachts 
included their pastor, Chris Boggus, and his wife, 
Becky. Part of the IMB process includes obtaining an 
assessment by the church to confirm a missionary 
candidate’s calling, but this wasn’t the sole reason 
why the Spachts consulted their pastor. They knew 
their pastor and church had a heart for missions.
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Below, some of the Happy Valley Baptist Church staff, 
deacons and spouses pray over Caleb and Tricianne Spacht 
(center), who are in the IMB missionary appointment 
process. Opposite page, Caleb shows daughter Reagan 
where they will be moving.
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 “[Happy Valley] has a mission-sending culture,” Caleb said. 
“Over the past few years, [our church] has supported at least 
two members as they followed their calling to serve overseas 
with the IMB.” 
 In addition to individuals responding to the call to go, 
financial support for missions has steadily increased, including 
Happy Valley’s largest-ever Lottie Moon Christmas Offering in 
2021. 
 Their church also supported the Spachts in practical ways. 
One step in the missionary candidate process is to attend a 
conference in Virginia where the candidate can learn more 
about the job needs around the world and where the candidate’s 
gifting and calling would be the best fit. Childcare is not 
provided at this conference. 
 “Our church family stepped up and cared for our children 
while we were away,” Tricianne said. “We were blessed and at 
peace to know people we knew and loved were providing loving 
care for our kids.”

NEXT STEPS
• Start locally. Whether helping Arizona Baptist Children’s 

Services & Family Ministries in a ministry like New Life 
Pregnancy Center or an ABCS Community Resource 
Center, start by ministering to the people in the local 
community.

• Develop a mission-sending culture. Being a part of the 
Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network means there 
are resources available from the larger network to help 
you get started.

• Offer practical help. Helping missionary candidates, 
or those currently serving, with childcare, meals, 
transportation and, most of all, consistent prayer are 
small steps that mean a great deal. 

• Give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering when your 
church receives this offering in December or give at imb.
org/generosity/give-now/. 100% of your gift goes directly 
to missionaries on the field.

• Share with your church or small group a video interview 
with Caleb and Tricianne Spacht. The video can be 
streamed or downloaded at vimeo.com/738063022.

Sent out by the network
 Arizona Southern Baptists’ responsibility for support and 
care for IMB missionaries doesn’t stop once they have been sent 
overseas. The Spachts are hoping that the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Mission Network will not only send them out but join 
them in the work in their new location. 
 “We hope the relationships we have developed with people 
over the years as we have served with Arizona Southern Baptists 
through local churches, associations and Zona Camps will 
become short-term teams who come with us to help in planting 
churches,” Caleb said. 

*Name changed for security

Robin Talley, longtime Arizona Southern Baptist, is a 

former Last Frontier missionary with the International 

Mission Board.

Above, Happy Valley Baptist Church Lead Pastor Chris Boggus (right) 
talks with Caleb and Tricianne Spacht. Opposite page, the Spacht 
family — Caleb (from left), Camryn (2), Reagan (6) and Tricianne — 
enjoy a family moment at church.

  Our church family stepped up and

  cared fOr Our children while we 

were away. we were blessed and at peace 

tO knOw peOple we knew and lOved were 

prOviding lOving care fOr Our kids.”

Tricianne SpachT
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rowing up Southern Baptist in Arizona 
allowed me not only to learn about missions 
from a young age, but it also gave me many 
opportunities to get hands-on experience. 
Because churches work together, Southern 
Baptists have many ways to get involved in 
missions, locally and internationally, at any stage 
in one’s life. 

As I’ve been part of local outreach and service projects within the 
community and then crossing the ocean and moving to the Sahara, 
the Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network, through the local 
church and our larger missions’ network, has opened doors for me 
to share the Gospel with the lost and serve those around me for the 
glory of God.  

My first mission trip as a teenager was a week-long partnership 
along the Mexico border with a Spanish-speaking church. I helped 
with outreach in the community through VBS and cleaning up 
property. 

Over the next several years, within the context of my local 
church, I grew in my ability to share the Gospel and disciple others. 
I was discipled and given leadership opportunities within my youth 
group, and I served as a counselor for both kids camps and Zona 

Camp. While I was a counselor at Zona Camp, I helped serve in 
the missions track that combines study of the Word with hands-on 
projects in the area. 
 During college, I felt the Lord leading me more clearly to 
missions, and God opened the door for me to go through 
Nehemiah Teams. 
 Nehemiah Teams is a program through Southern Baptists that 
equips college students to go overseas for two months to serve 
alongside current workers with the IMB. 
 I went to the Philippines, where I got a taste for what it’s like 
to serve overseas. We spent time in four small villages on islands 
sharing the Gospel with all who would listen. We began Bible 
studies and were able to see people come to know the Lord and 
others continue to seek out the truth in His Word. 
 We partnered with locals and sought to till the ground for future 
work. While serving with Nehemiah Teams, I heard about the 
Journeyman program through the IMB and knew it would be a 
great opportunity to experience a longer time of service and learn 
from other workers already on the field. 
 While I was preparing to go overseas as a Journeyman, the 
missions committee at my church was looking for more ways to get 
involved with missions at the state level. By God’s grace, while at 
Zona Camp, I met Tommy Thomas, a now-retired church planting 
catalyst with the North American Mission Board. He spoke of 
the need for churches to come alongside and partner with church 
planting efforts in northern Arizona. 

As part of Nehemiah Teams, Rachel Joy* spent two months in the 
Philippines serving with other college students alongside IMB workers. 
Opposite page, now, as an IMB Journeyman Rachel Joy serves in West 
Africa.

By Rachel Joy*

G
For Rachel Joy*, serving in the missions track and other experiences at 
Zona Camp were instrumental steps in her missions journey.
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imb.org/impact

Together, we get to do the most important work in the world to 
address the greatest problem in the world – lostness. Together, 
we get to share the good news of Jesus among people and 
places who have never heard the gospel. Together, we send 
and sustain missionaries to be steadfastly present.

 Our missions committee decided to travel to the Hualapai 
Reservation and coordinate with other Arizona Southern Baptists 
who were also seeking to build relationships in this area. 
 Now I am finishing out my first term as the orality strategist on 
my team in West Africa. The Lord has led me to West Africa to help 
train believers in sharing the Gospel with a predominantly oral 
culture by using stories. 
 It is because of the cooperation of Southern Baptists that I can 

live in West Africa and share with my Muslim neighbors the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 
 The Lord has always worked, and will continue to work, around 
the world for His glory, and it is our joy to come join Him in that 
work. 

*Name changed for security

Rachel Joy* is an IMB missionary from Arizona serving in 

West Africa.

As the orality strategist on a team in West Africa, IMB worker Rachel 
Joy* trains believers to share the Gospel using stories.

NEXT STEPS
• Pray about how God wants to use you to bring glory to His 

name by bringing the Gospel to the nations.
• Ask your pastor about mission opportunities through 

Southern Baptists locally and abroad or ways that your 
church is already involved in which you can join!

• Look into available mission trips in North America through 
the North American Mission Board at namb.net/go/ and 
around the world with the International Mission Board at 
imb.org/opportunity-finder/.

• Lead your church to participate in the Week of Prayer and 
give to the Lottie Moon Christmas offering, which goes 
directly to IMB missionaries. Find resources at imb.org/
generosity/lottie-moon-christmas-offering/.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER: CINDY VANG
Cindy was born in Laos and came to America as a refugee because of the 
Vietnam War. She accepted Jesus Christ while attending a small Baptist 
church when she was young.  She serves God through her church, is part of 
the Minnesota-Wisconsin WMU team and co-hosts a weekly international 
Prayer Chat group on Zoom.

ARIZONA WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION

In partnership with the Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2022
AVONDALE BAPTIST CHURCH

WORSHIP LEADER: ISABEL HAN
Isabel is part of Christian Challenge 
and Church on Mill, reaching 
college students to know Christ.

Enjoy hearing IMB and NAMB missionaries tell what God is doing around the world.

Annual Missions Celebration

9 a.m., registration begins at 8 a.m.

WhY i Wear GOLD

To continue to bring help, hope and healing, Arizona Southern Baptist 
Disaster Relief needs you. We need volunteers from around the state to join us. 

   •  Start today with the introductory online training called  
      Involving Southern Baptists in Disaster Relief. 

   •  Plan to attend the annual statewide training.
       February 3-4, 2023
       CalvaryPHX
       12612 N Black Canyon Hwy, Phoenix

“To give hope in a time when it feels like there is no 
hope. What better time to share the Lord’s Word and 
show His love than working with a group of people 
coming together in Jesus’ name?”
   BILLIE WALKER
   Arizona Southern Baptist
   Disaster Relief Volunteer

Please see our website to begin your 
training today:  azsbc.org/dr-training/
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Many ways to
serve with aBCs

any people want to serve on mission, 
but family responsibilities and 
finances often keep them from 
making a long-term commitment. 
Arizona Baptist Children’s Services 
& Family Ministries (ABCS) offers 
exciting opportunities for Arizona 
Southern Baptists to be on mission 
without leaving the state.
    ABCS’ mission is to provide hope 
and care to hurting children and 

families through Christ-centered ministries.
 Mission Encounter 360 (ME360) is the volunteer and missions 
ministry of ABCS.
 The goal of ME360 is simply to develop, support and invest 
in God’s people by exposing them to ministry and mission 
opportunities and helping them discover how they can be used by 
God to impact the world.
 “Our volunteers are invaluable,” said Dane Clark, ME360 
statewide director. “Because we’re not a church and we have such a 
far reach across the state, we are highly reliant on the servants that 
come from our churches. 
 “Every volunteer is called with a different life experience and 
skill set that you just couldn’t hire for,” he continued. “We have 
hundreds of volunteers who bring so much to the table because of 
their unique God-given talents.”

 Last year, 1,860 ABCS volunteers served 52,866 hours, the 
equivalent of 25 full-time, year-round employees.
 Phyllis Brindle is one of those volunteers at New Life Pregnancy 
Center in Tucson. She oversees the counting of cash from baby M

By IRene a. haRkleRoad |  Photos By danIel yu

Accompanied by other volunteers, ABCS volunteer Phyllis Brindle 
oversees the counting of cash from baby bottle campaigns for New Life 
Pregnancy Center in Tucson.

Ministries
Mission
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bottle campaigns through which churches or groups collect change 
in baby bottles for New Life Preganancy Center. She and several other 
dedicated women count and roll coins for deposit.
 She has served weekly for the last six years and helps with mailings 
and the back-to-school backpack drive for foster kids.
 “I enjoy helping people and am blessed by the fellowship with other 
volunteers,” Brindle said.
 She is part of Women on Mission at 22nd Street Baptist Church, 
where the group makes Christmas stockings, dolls, pillows and 
puppets for foster children and for ABCS’ Caring Ministries.
 There are so many behind-the-scenes, go-at-your-own-pace 
opportunities with ABCS: writing encouraging cards to foster families, 
helping get Christmas gifts, and decorating, setting up or tearing down 
for a foster family event.
  Two years ago, Agnes Smith, a member of Real Life Church in 
Yuma, began serving at the Yuma New Life Pregnancy Center. An 
active 83-year-old, she works 16 hours a week unpacking donations, 
sorting and hanging clothes, picking up and bagging bread.
 “Some days I am surrounded by bags,” she said. “I wanted to give 
myself to something that matters. I want to serve the Lord. I enjoy 
working with a great team who wants to do the same. It’s a pleasure to 
go to ‘work’ because you want to.”
 Fifteen years ago, Larry Alvarez began helping at Casa de Amor in 
Mesa, where he now attends The Bridge Church. Casa de Amor is part 
of ABCS’ Community Resource Centers ministry.
 Preparing food boxes takes many hands to move goods from food 

ABCS volunteer Agnes Smith serves at the New Life Pregnancy Center in 
Yuma.

Pregnancy centers
•	 Organize	clothing,	diapers,	supplies
•	 Offer	administrative	support
•	 Work	with	and	serve	clients

ResOuRce	centeRs
•	 Make	food	boxes	and	bundle	diapers
•	 Organize	food	or	clothing
•	 Assist	and	pray	with	clients

FOsteR	cARe
•	 Provide	child	care	for	monthly	support	
groups

•	 Assist	with	special	events	and	projects

tRAnsitiOnAl	PROgRAM	(tucsOn)
•	 teach	life	skills	or	Bible	study	classes
•	 Become	a	mentor	for	a	participant

PuRsue	liFe	Adult	MinistRy	
(PhOenix)
•	 Assist	with	senior	days	and	other	
events

•	 help	resource	senior	adults

OFFice	AdMinistRAtiOn
•	 Provide	clerical	and	office	support	
•	 give	information	technology	(it)	
support	

•	 Assist	with	brochures,	social	media,	
mailings,	etc.

MiscellAneOus 
•	 help	with	building	maintenance	or	
work	projects

•	 Work	on	special	events	(planning,	
setup/tear	down)

aBCs volunteer and 
intern opportunities
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banks to resource centers through the state and pack the many bags 
to distribute at the centers. 
 “The pastor [Tim Lesher] got me started checking in people for 
food distribution,” Alvarez said. “Then we handed out Bibles and 
prayed for the people. Now, at 84, I run around picking up food 
and household items. My wife, Jade, also serves at Casa de Amor.”
 There are seven ministries in ABCS’ statewide organization.
 “We have something for almost everyone,” Clark said. “We want 

to hear what potential volunteers are passionate about and see 
where God will plug them in. We are very fl exible with the needs of 
volunteers and can customize ways they can serve and encourage 
them to try different things. They are welcome to serve one time or 
regularly.” 

Irene A. Harkleroad, a freelance writer living in Carefree, is a 

member of Black Mountain Baptist Church, Cave Creek.

 Daniel Yu, a member of Tucson Chinese Baptist Church, 

is owner of Daniel Yu Imaging.

You can impact hurting children and families 
in Arizona and also qualify for a state tax credit

Arizona Baptist Children’s Services & Family Ministries 
(ABCS) is a Qualifying Foster Care Charitable Organization. 
Reduce what you owe in state taxes by up to $1,000 with a 
donation to ABCS, or to any of our seven ministries. Provide hope 
and care to hurting children and families in your community. 

Learn more at abcs.org/taxcredit

$1,000 for couples 

$500 for individuals

& Family Ministries  
providing hope & care

hope & care

 (800) 678-0648 |  abcs.org | ABCSministriesMNPV

NEXT STEPS 
• Encourage individuals, families, small groups and your 

church to get involved in local mission projects and 
opportunities.

• Arrange a tour of an ABCS’ ministry near you, or 
consider an internship.

• Sign up to collect food or hygiene items, or help with 
food and clothing distribution. 

• Pray for ABCS, their ministries, staff and volunteers.
• For more information, go to ABCS.org/volunteer or 

missionencounter360.com, or call 800-678-0648 or 
520-795-7541.

ABCS volunteer Larry Alvarez drives a truck, picking up food and 
household items for Casa de Amor in Mesa.
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join our team
TO MAKE AN IMPACT IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Arizona Baptist Children’s Services & Family Ministries is a  
faith-based, nonprofit organization that serves the full spectrum of 

Arizona families, from unborn babies to seniors.

We need your help to provide hope and care to hurting  
children and families across the state. 

SCAN HERE 
TO LEARN MORE AND 
APPLY AT ABCS.ORG/JOB

LOOKING FOR A JOB?

& Family Ministries  
providing hope & care

(800) 678-0648|     ABCSministriesabcs.org | MPNV
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By Johanna WIllett

MissioN
opportuNities

iN ArizoNA

hen Church on Randall Place 
in Pine contacted Pastor Eric 

Gibbs about serving with his 
ministry on the Tohono O’odham 

Nation, the church was eager for 
mission work of any kind. 

 It was spring of 2021, and 
COVID-19 made the church’s usual 

work in Ecuador unfeasible, John 
Lake, pastor of Church on Randall 

Place, said. 
 “COVID locked us out of a lot of mission 
opportunities, so we were looking for something to 
get our church involved in,” Lake said. 
 Gibbs, a North American Mission Board Mission 
Service Corps missionary, leads Live Love Ministries. 
The mission organization based out of Casa Grande 
serves primarily the Tohono O’odham Nation, along 

w
with the Gila River Indian Community. The ministry 
also supports a school in Malawi, Africa. 
 “Our vision is that everywhere that God gives 
us access to … there would be a consistent Gospel 
presence,” Gibbs said. “In some villages, we have 
started a church, and in other villages we have 
ongoing Bible studies or in others we are just getting 
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to the point where they are inviting us to do a Bible study.” 
Eric and Brittany Gibbs serve as support-raising, full-time 

missionaries, along with Julia Curtis, and Jordan and Kayla 
Barton, who moved to Arizona from Kentucky in July after 
God used several years of short-term mission trips to call them 
full-time to Live Love Ministries. 

The Gibbses started this ministry in 2010, reaching out to 

the second largest reservation in Arizona, spread out across 
more than 2.8 million acres, according to the Tohono O’odham 
Nation’s website. 

Every school year, Live Love Ministries distributes school supplies 
to kids in multiple communities. This year, Eric Gibbs estimates the 
ministry gave school supplies to about 800 children.
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The ministry now works in about 10 villages, meeting 
physical needs, listening and building trust, Gibbs said.

In the summer months, that looks like putting on VBS, 
taking teens to camp in Prescott and giving out backpacks and 
school supplies to 800 children. In December, the ministry puts 
on Christmas in the Villages, providing gifts for 700 to 1,000 
children around the reservation. 

They serve in other ways throughout the year, and Gibbs is 
also pastor of two churches — Cockleburr Ethne Church and 
All Nations Church of Casa Grande.

“We host mission teams at different times throughout the 
year,” Gibbs said. “If a team from Arizona wants to come on a 

long weekend, [there are projects] all the way from construction 
to VBS to Bible studies.” 
 Church on Randall Place helped Live Love Ministries renovate 
the sanctuary of a disbanded Casa Grande church — now the 
ministry’s new home base and home of All Nations Church. 
Lake and about a dozen volunteers spent a few days redoing 
floors and ceilings, taming overgrown palm trees and making 
countless trips to Home Depot. 
 “This was way outside our comfort zone,” Lake said, adding 
that their mission work usually focuses on evangelism and leader 
training. “But COVID forced us out of our wheelhouse, and we 
can be uncomfortable and do something that we don’t normally 
do.”
 It was worth it to go on mission together, Lake said. He saw 
the project connect church members to each other and to Christ. 
 “It draws our church together and helps us see the need to 
reach out,” he said. “And when you have been the recipient of 
blessings, how can you not help someone else?” 
 The support from other churches enables Live Love 
Ministries to continue bringing Jesus to communities across the 
reservation. 
 “When you get outside your own culture, you get to serve 

Above, Church on Randall Place volunteers help remove dead palm 
fronds from Live Love Ministries’ new ministry center during a trip in 
the spring of 2021. Left, Pastor John Lake of Church on Randall Place 
(left) helps prep the ceiling with volunteers from the church, Chase 
Denton and his son, Crew.
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VBS DirectorS’ conference
feB. 11, 2023 | 9am-12pm 
roYAL PALMS BAPtiSt cHUrcH
This conference is designed to help Directors plan ahead and 
recruit their team! Two churches will win a free curriculum! 
Free. No lunch provided. No registration required.
 
StAte VBS conference
APriL 1, 2023 | 9am-1pm 
roYAL PALMS BAPtiSt cHUrcH
All VBS workers are invited to learn how to spark the 
imagination of children and learn how to teach children 
about the biblical truths that will be shared this summer. 
Those who register ahead of time will be entered to win 
special backdrops for their church’s VBS. Registration opens 
Feb. 1: azsbc.org/vbs

IT’S TIME TO LEVEL UP VBS!
Spin the spinner, beat the clock, skip ahead, level up, and play to win! You’ll need to bring your A-game for this VBS. 
Twists & Turns is a fantastical celebration of games of all kinds. From classic tabletop games to video games and more, 
kids will play their way through VBS while learning that Jesus guides them through all the twists and turns of their lives. 
They’ll find that even when they mess up it’s never “game over.”

NEXT STEPS
• Pray for the missionaries at work through Live Love Ministries: 

Eric and Brittany Gibbs, Julia Curtis, and Kayla and Jordan 
Barton. Pray for continued opportunities to provide a Gospel 
presence in the communities where they serve. 

• Partner through service. To help pull off Christmas in the 
Villages, for example, churches can help sponsor children’s 
gifts or bring teams for present-wrapping parties. Contact Live 
Love Ministries for more information about how your church 
can partner in ministry through short-term trips.

• Learn more about how you and your church can partner with 
Live Love Ministries at liveloveministries.org.

in unique ways and see firsthand the heart of Jesus in serving and 
ministering to others,” Gibbs said. “And it’s right here in your own 
state.” 

Johanna Willett, a freelance writer living in Tucson, is a 
member of Mountain View Baptist Church, Tucson.

Left, the Live Love Ministries team — Eric and Brittany Gibbs (from left), 
Julia Curtis, and Kayla and Jordan Barton — works with volunteers on 
projects throughout the year, including VBS, Christmas in the Villages 
and more. Below, Julia Curtis, left; Simone Lake of Church on Randall 
Place, center; and Brittany Gibbs, right, along with Gibbs’ daughters, 
meet for breakfast to discuss women’s and children’s ministry. 



26   |  P o r t r a i t s

7:00-8:30 P.M.  /  AVONDALE BAPTIST CHURCH

PRESENTED BY ARIZONA SOUTHERN BAPTISTS’ SEXUAL ABUSE RESPONSE TEAM

9:00 AM  MINISTRY FAIR

9:30 AM   MORNING PASTORS’ CONFERENCE
 Featuring Jack Marslender
 & Noe Garcia 

1:30 PM  AFTERNOON BUSINESS SESSION 
 & WORSHIP
 Featuring Jeff Iorg

ARIZONA SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
94TH ANNUAL SESSION

AVONDALE BAPTIST CHURCH
1001 N. CENTRAL AVE., AVONDALEFRIDAY • NOV.11

More details to come at
azsbc.org/annual-meeting

and in upcoming biweekly e-newsletters
(Subscribe at azsbc.link/NewsSignup)

Use your mobile device 
to capture this QR code 

for more information.

—————————           REGISTRATION OPENS SEPTEMBER 15         ——————— —   

Sexual Abuse Awareness Night

THURSDAY, NOV. 10

FEATURING RACHEL MITCHELL 
Maricopa County Attorney’s Offi  ce 
Career dedicated to protecting 
families by prosecuting crimes 
against children

Arizona Baptist Children’s Services Representatives 
will provide information that will help your church become 
a safe space that cares well for the vulnerable and abused
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By Johanna Willett

On the final night of Zona Camp, 
the atmosphere is celebratory 
— and for good reason.

 Teenagers jump and sing, the joy in 
the room a testament to the life change 
that happened this week. Over the four 
days of camp, middle and high school 
students have connected with Christ and 
each other, and now they are free to drop 
pretenses, get silly and rejoice in battles 
won. 
 Almost 600 people attended Zona 
Camp from June 26-July 1 at California 
Baptist University in Riverside. And 
of the 421 students, 26 made first-
time commitments to follow Jesus, 17 
rededicated their lives to Him, and 17 
answered a call to ministry.
 Throughout the week, speaker Heiden 
Ratner and the Phoenix-based band 
WILD EARTH focused on the camp’s 
theme: Revive, based on Psalm 85:6. 
 “With the theme, we really wanted to 
bring encouragement and hope out of 
the difficult season that we have seen 
over the last couple of years,” said Zona 
Camp director Chad Murrell. “We felt 
like the theme of revival on a personal, 
congregational and cultural level could 
bring that hope.” 
 The theme also complemented Zona’s 
return to CBU, the camp’s home for about 
10 years until campus construction made 
relocation necessary in 2017. Since then, 
Zona Camp has migrated from Northern 
Arizona University to Biola University to 
Glorieta Camps. 

 Murrell said Zona’s return to CBU was 
God-orchestrated, with the university 
reaching out to the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Mission Network. 
 “God opened the door right when we 
needed the door opened,” said Murrell, 
who is also the lead pastor of First 
Southern Baptist Church of Scottsdale. 
“None of the campuses I had talked to 
would work, and so for CBU to out of 
the blue call us and ask if we wanted to 
come back when we were desperate for a 
location, how else do you explain that?” 
 And so for one week in June, teenagers 
crisscrossed CBU’s campus, experiencing 
revivals of their own.
 For Parker Jones, a graduated senior 
from First Southern Baptist Church at 
Sahuaro Ranch in Glendale, God used 
Zona Camp to reaffirm his desire to work 
as a medical professional. 
 “Right now, I’m pretty sure my calling 
is to do something that excites me because 

Zona Camp: A reason to celebrate
Left, WILD EARTH 
leads almost 600 
people in worship at 
Zona Camp, focusing 
on the camp’s theme: 
Revive, based on 
Psalm 85:6. Below, 
a Zona Crew college 
student prays with 
a camper following 
evening worship. 
Photos by Christian 
Challenge AZ staff

The Zona Crew, 
comprised of college 

students and leaders, 
prays with camp 

speaker Heiden 
Ratner. His messages 
touched the hearts of 

campers during the 
week as 26 made first-

time commitments 
to follow Jesus, 17 
rededicated their 

lives to Him, and 17 
answered a call to 

ministry.

it’s so unknown to me,” Jones said. “My 
calling is to go into the secular world and 
live out my faith and minister there, not 
as a paid missionary, but as an example 
of Christ in the world. Zona is what God 
used to bring me there.” 
 During his week at camp, Jones went 
through Zona’s leadership development 
track, Impact. Murrell points out that 
Zona operates as four camps in one — 
Impact, Zona Experience, Mission Life 
and Worship Catalyst — with experiences 
for students at every stage of their faith 
journey. 
 For adults, too, Zona offers a variety of 
ways to engage. 
 About 30 Zona Crew college students, 
including Ellie Nelson, led small groups 
and did much of the heavy lifting at camp. 
To put together that team, Zona partners 
with Christian Challenge and Southern 
Baptist state conventions in Tennessee, 
Georgia and Texas.
 “It’s been really encouraging to see the 

See Zona on page 28
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By Sam Castro

Unity Conference in Yuma was 
three days filled with God’s Word, 
worship and prayer for the youth 

in Arizona. From day one, the atmosphere 
was filled with energy and expectancy 
for what God was going to do in the next 
couple of days at the conference.
 Teenagers and youth from across 
Arizona, including Tucson, Douglas, 
Phoenix and Tempe, came to Yuma to 
spend three days in Unity. There were also 
youth from California who joined the 
conference as well. 
 The speakers were Oscar Tortolero 
with the International Mission Board; 
Misael Martinez from Comunidad Cedes 
in Calexico, California; and Josue and 
Carolina Castro from Tierra Fertil in Yuma. 
 “God spoke to me through His Word 
those three days,” said Mateo Hernandez, 
an attendee of the conference. “I now have 
a better understanding of His plans for me.”
 Every speaker came with a powerful 
message on the theme “The Future is Now.”
They invited the youth to stop waiting for
tomorrow to follow God’s plan and calling 
for their lives and to take action now. 
 “God calls us to preach His Word to the 
nations, but He also calls you to share His 
Word to your loved ones, those at school 
and those in your city,” Tortolero said. 
 The messages challenged the youth to 
go out and share the good news of the 
Gospel and to go beyond the four walls of 
the church.
 The workshops/breakout sessions were 
an interactive part of the conference. 
Living on Mission, A United Worship 
Team, Following God’s Calling and The 

Reality of Your Mentality were some of 
the workshops this year. 
 These workshops were planned to equip 
the young leaders of Arizona to go back 
to their churches and bring fresh ideas, 
a new vision and a heart to help their 
pastors and leaders push forward and 
bring life to the church. 
 “We believe that the youth of our 
churches aren’t the church of tomorrow, 
they are the church of today and we want 
to invite them to serve in their church, be 
there for their pastors and love the people 
in their communities,” said Vanessa 
Montero, leader of The Reality of Your 
Mentality workshop on mental health. 
 The youth were able to pick which 

workshops they wanted to attend during 
the two workshop sessions.
 Unity was also filled with lively worship 
from the Tierra Fertil worship team. 
Songs about God’s grace, His faithfulness 
and His goodness echoed throughout the 
auditorium every single day. 
 “Worship isn’t something we do, it’s 
the way we live,” said Andrea Hernandez 
during her worship workshop. 
 Many youth left inspired to worship 
God through music, learn how to play 
instruments and build worship teams in 
their churches. 
 The event ended with the youth 
getting out of their seats and worshiping 
God in front of the stage, jumping and 
celebrating what God did through the 
three days of Unity.
 Unity is an event that has been 
impacting the lives of many youth in 
Arizona. The conference speakers, 
worship team, workshop speakers and the 
Unity team’s sole purpose is to equip the 
local church and inspire the young people 
to be the church. 
 Hanna Castro, a volunteer greeter for 
Unity, said, “Unity was a life-changing 
experience for me this year. I got to see 
kids like me with problems like mine 
worship God and grow in their faith.” 
 Unity is committed to reaching Gen 
Z and letting God use them for the 
advancement of the Gospel.

Unity Conference: ‘The Future is Now’

Zona from page 27 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lord working in so many different ways 
that you’re not even able to see it all,” said 
Nelson, a student at Augusta University 
in Georgia. “It’s actually really hard to 
describe how the Lord has been working, 
because you don’t know everything that is 
happening.” 
 Dr. Barbara Keske knows that well. A 
retired internal medicine doctor, Keske 
has served at camp for five years. 
 “We are enabling kids to still be at camp 
when things go wrong or to help them 
out when things are bad enough that they 

have to go home for whatever reason,” 
she said, adding that Zona can always use 
volunteer medical professionals. 
 All of these volunteers — from college 
students to the team of volunteer student 
pastors and leaders who plan Zona Camp 
throughout the year — help design a week 
that leads students to God.
 “If we can be part of helping students 
come to know Jesus, grow in Jesus and see 
the mission for their lives through Jesus, 
we win,” Murrell said. “We are part of 
what Jesus is calling us to do.” 

Students attending the Unity Conference stop at the photo booth, which reflects the 
conference theme, “The Future is Now.”
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By Irene A. Harkelroad

ADisaster Relief volunteer on their 
knees could be praying, or they 
could be the answer to prayer. 

 From Aug. 12-15, Arizona Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers served 
in Golden Valley helping Julie*, an 
80-year-old widow whose home was 
ravaged by monsoon flooding. 
 There was no standing water in her 
home, but a river of mud ripped through 
the house, destroying floors, furniture and 
walls. All the carpet, flooring, baseboards 
and lots of sheetrock needed to be 
removed. 
 Alan and Brenda Anderson, Arizona 
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
volunteers from Challenge Church in 
Flagstaff, assessed the job and Dave and 
Sue Cook, Disaster Relief volunteers from 
Calvary Baptist Church in Lake Havasu 
City, led the team.
 “Julie was still grieving her late husband,” 
said Sue, who serves as a Disaster Relief 
chaplain. “This was tough for her. We 
loved on her and prayed with her often.”
 Dave added, “Every day, we made 
sure she knew what the team was doing, 
and why we were doing it. We saw God 
working in her heart.”
 Julie’s belongings could not be moved 
outside due to intermittent rain.
 To remove the carpet, the room had to 
be split in half, everything moved to one 
side, the carpet cut down the middle and 
rolled up. The process was repeated for 
the other half of the room.
 “The tile floor in the dining room 
didn’t need to come up,” Sue said, “but 
cleaning that muddy tile took most of the 
day. We made sure it was shining when we 
left.”
 The first two days, Charlene Crouch 
(First Southern Baptist Church of 
Kingman) helped with the cleanup. 
On the third day, Pastor John Ramos 
(FSBC Kingman), Carl and Diana Jenno 
(Calvary, Lake Havasu City) and Roy 
Granlund (Golden Valley Baptist Church) 
joined the crew.
 Dean Stanley, senior pastor of Golden 
Valley Baptist Church, provided lodging 
in the church’s new parsonage and 
invited team members to speak about 
Arizona Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
on Sunday morning. After the service, 
Granlund volunteered to help.

 Julie’s neighbor cared for her dog 
throughout the process and continues to 
check on her.
 On Aug. 18, the team deployed to 
Golden Valley again and met with Stanley 
to assess the damage at the home of Jim* 
and Judy*, an elderly couple with mobility 
issues and no family. 
 The first day, Sue spent about an hour 
just visiting and chatting with them. They 
were excited when the team offered to 
pray for them.
 The couple began calling the team “the 
God People.”
 Water damage in their home was due 
to a significant roof leak over one room. 
The team secured the roof with a tarp to 
keep the couple dry until the insurance 
company could take care of that issue, 
then spent the next three days moving 
furnishings to a covered porch, ripping 
down the ceiling, tearing up the carpet 
and cleaning the area.
 “The second day, we talked a little more 
about God,” Sue said. “The third day, I 
had the heart-to-heart, [asking] ‘Do you 
know God? This is what heaven is like ... 
would you like to go there?’”
 Judy said she was a Christian, but Jim 
said he wasn’t ready to accept Christ. “He 
said, ‘Maybe there is a place for me there 
yet. I’m just not ready,’” Sue said.
 “You never know,” Dave said. “He was 
chewing on our words. God will work in 
his heart.”

 Together, Dave and Jim checked out 
some other issues in the home to put 
Jim’s mind at ease. They discovered a 
plumbing leak under the kitchen that 
was damaging the floor. They agreed a 
plumber was necessary and determined 
what was required to fix the leak.
 “We were blessed to be able to help 
these people,” Dave said, “and they were 
grateful we were there.”
 As a member of Voluntary Organi-
zations Assisting in Disasters (VOAD), 
Arizona Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief coordinated with Mohave County 
Emergency Management to provide 
crucial services and compassionate care 
to people who had no way of helping 
themselves.
 To learn more about Arizona Southern 
Baptist Disaster Relief, go to azsbc.org/
disaster-relief/. To see what Arizona 
Disaster Relief has been up to, go to 
Arizona SBC Disaster Relief on Facebook.
*Name changed

Disaster Relief serves in Golden Valley

More stories online
See these at azsbc.org/portraits/:
•  Disaster Relief training: Ministering 

to those experiencing grief and 
despair

•  Village Meadows, Sierra Vista, opens 
new worship center

Golden Valley homeowner Julie* is flanked by Arizona Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 
volunteers Carl Jenno (left to right), Dave Cook, Sue Cook and Diana Jenno.
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Top 25 Churches Baptisms-to-Worship-Attendance Ratio
Vietnamese Vineyard, Glendale 0.77
Set Free, Kearny 1.67
Sober Church, Tucson 1.88
Gilgal, Tempe 2.33
Golden Valley, Golden Valley 2.47
Wheatfields, Globe 3.00
Community, Show Low 3.71
Mountain View, Bisbee 3.75
Set Free, Paulden 3.75
Calvary, Parker 3.78
Set Free, Needles 3.82
Atsa Bit'oh, Tuba City 4.00
Light on the Mtn, Indian Wells 4.00
Santan, Chandler 4.17
Silver Lake, Show Low 4.17
Wellspring, Goodyear 4.24
Westridge, Phoenix 4.44
Authentic Life, Tucson 4.54
First Baptist, Parker 5.00
First Baptist, San Manuel 5.00
First Baptist, Fort Mohave 5.00
Igl Baut Resurreccion, Phoenix 5.00
Gates Pass, Tucson 5.00
Igl Baut Sembradores De Fe, El Mirage 5.33
Calvary, Lake Havasu City 5.53

WORKING TOGETHER
The 249 Arizona
Southern Baptist
churches who
reported statistics
for 2021 baptized
1,959 people.

Top 26 Churches in Baptisms
Calvary, Lake Havasu City 219
North Phoenix, Phoenix 193
Heart Cry, Queen Creek 105
Casas Church, Tucson 92
Pinal County Cowboy, Casa Grande 52
Cross Church, Surprise 50
CityView, Glendale 47
Valley Life - Tramonto, Phoenix 38
Set Free, Needles 38
Wellspring, Goodyear 34
Golden Valley, Golden Valley 30
Discovery Pointe, Peoria 28
Vietnamese Vineyard, Glendale 26
Mountain Ridge, Glendale 24
Tierra Fertil, Yuma 24
CalvaryPHX, Phoenix 24
The Church at Arrowhead, Glendale 23
Stone Ridge, Yuma 22
First Baptist, Chandler 19
Sabino Road, Tucson 18
Calvary, Parker 18
Hi Way, Mesa 16
Gilgal, Tempe 15
Tucson Mountain, Tucson 14
First Baptist, Fort Mohave 14
Common Ground, Sahuarita 14

By Lori Pruit

Monsoons and high winds are 
something we all deal with in 
Arizona. Usually a person can 

ride them out, but on Sunday, July 17, it 
was not so easy for the residents of Eloy 
and Arizona City.
 A powerful summer storm took down 
multiple power lines and even a power 
plant, leaving an estimated 10,000 people 
with no air conditioning or electricity. 
In the hours that followed the storm, 
reports poured in that neighboring Casa 
Grande was completely out of ice and 
no generators were to be found. Adults, 
children and pets were without important 
essentials for up to three days. 
 By Monday morning, there were no 
hotel rooms available in Casa Grande. 
 Pastor Tim Pruit of Pinal County 
Cowboy Church in Casa Grande quickly 
communicated with church members, 
asking them to share that the church 
doors would be open for those in need. 
 “Ministry opportunities often come 

disguised as problems,” said Steve Dokka, 
associate pastor of Pinal County Cowboy 
Church. “On Monday morning when 
it became apparent that Arizona City 
would be affected by the power outage, I 
couldn’t ignore the fact that many others 
in Arizona City would also be looking for 
a safe place. 
 “When Cowboy Church opened its 
doors to let people in the community 
stay cool, we got the opportunity to serve 
people like Amber, a single mother and 
her four kids,” he continued. “I’m happy 
that we were able to show them the love 
of Christ. She told my wife something to 
this effect: ‘The way you all have served us 
reminds me that God is still watching out 
for me, that He has not forgotten me.’”
 Rushing to help those at the church, 
members of Pinal County Cowboy 
Church provided meals, bedding and 
extra supplies for families with children, 
couples, singles, young and old ... three 
cats and even a bull terrier. 
 Not all in need came to the church. 
Some decided to remain in their 

homes, while church members supplied 
generators for their houses. 
 Bret Bjertness, a drummer with Pinal 
County Cowboy Church band, even 
suffered a heat stroke as he worked 
tirelessly to hook up generators for several 
residents. Undaunted by his condition, 
he sent a follow-up text, “Do you need 
anything else, Pastor?”
 Pinal County Cowboy Church was not 
the only church reaching out to others. 
 Pastor Phil Calvert and members 
of Trinity Baptist Church opened the 
church’s fellowship hall to offer a cool 
respite and a warm meal. 
 “We were able to have three complete 
Gospel presentations during the day, 
which was a blessing,” Calvert said. 
 As a result of the churches’ efforts, 
people were cared for, watched over and 
loved in Jesus’ name. 
 Pruit said it well.
 “This all came about because we were 
following Jesus’ example ... taking care 
of our own neighbors, loving them as we 
love ourselves.”

Churches minister during power outage
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At the beginning of the school year, 
Arizona Southern Baptist churches 

ministered to local schools in many ways. 
Here are some examples.
 Children at Aletheia Church, Sedona, 
packed and prayed over reusable water 
bottles filled with candy for all the teachers 
in Sedona.
 The first week of school, Grace 
Fellowship Church, Maricopa, provided 
a catered barbecue lunch for teachers at 
Santa Rosa Elementary School, where 
the church meets for worship and Pastor 
Luke Panter is president of the site council. 
During an in-service day at the new Desert 
Sunrise High School, Grace Fellowship 
provided lunch and shared the Gospel, 
explaining “why we do what we do,” Panter 
said.
 First Phoenix Church, Phoenix, 
distributed 150 backpacks filled with 
school supplies to children in nearby 
schools and followed up by offering a 
four-week family values class for parents 
on Sunday afternoons.
 The men’s ministry and a few young 
people from Authentic Life Church, 
Tucson, helped teachers move into new 
classrooms at Vail Academy and High 
School.
 Wellspring Church, Goodyear, gave 
100 snack bags to Agua Fria High School 
staff.
 Cross Church, Cornville, provided 
breakfast for the teachers at Oak Creek 
Elementary School.
 Members of Way Family Church, 
Tucson, along with a mission team from 
First Baptist Church, Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, restored the garden at Lauffer 
Middle School, providing a clean start for 
the gardening science class at the start of 
the school year.
 Mountain View Baptist Church, 
Tucson, provided hundreds of school 
supplies and 31 backpacks to Ironwood 
Elementary School.
 Asante Church, Surprise, which meets 
at Asante Preparatory Academy, presented 
teachers and staff there with gift bags with 
encouraging notes and treats.
 Journey Groups (Sunday School classes) 
at HiWay Baptist Church, Mesa, used 
their normal Sunday morning meeting time 
to sanitize desks, tables, door handles and 
other frequently touched surfaces at Taft 
Elementary School to help the school get 
ready for the new school year. The groups 
then returned to the church for the regular 
worship service time.
 Members of First Baptist Church, 
Winslow, participated in a back-to-
school prayer drive, going by caravan to 

NEw PaSTorS
Chip Short, Grand Community, Surprise
Rick Wiles, First Southern, Buckeye
Jackie Boyd, First Southern, Chino Valley
Lance Dare, Sunset View, El Mirage
Kevin Wilson, Robert Road, Prescott Valley

NEw church STaff
Jeremy Scott Stanley, associate pastor, 
Golden Valley, Golden Valley
Rick Kemp, associate pastor, Golden 
Valley, Golden Valley

NEw church 
PlaNTErS
Marshall Morris, A Prayer Away Church, 
Phoenix. Sending church: Centro Cristiano 
de Alabanza y Adoracion, Phoenix
Chris Cummings, Doxa, Tucson. Local 
sending church: Common Ground, 
Sahuarita
Bishnu Regmi, Westown Nepali, Phoenix. 
Sending church: Westown, Phoenix
Timothy Fowler, One Hope, Tucson. 
Sending church: Green Valley, Green Valley
Eric Naylor, Maui, Hawaii. Sending church: 
Church on Mill, Tempe

Faith in Action Do you have a story of statewide interest about how your 
church or a group in your church is ministering to others? 

the town’s five public schools, bus barn, 
administration building, a Christian school 
and police department. They disembarked 
at each location to pray together.

Eight people from First Southern 
Baptist Church at Sahuaro Ranch, 

Glendale, joined a team from a Michigan 
church to help a church plant in the Czech 
Republic conduct an English Camp for 
families. The Michigan church has been 
involved in this ministry for a number of 
years.
 For this IMB mission project, half of the 
Arizonans taught children in a VBS-like 
program, while the other Arizonans taught 
English classes for the adults. While 
conversations were very general about 
faith during class, there were deeper 
conversations individually throughout the 
week, said Andrew Marchbanks, First 
Southern’s minister to students.

A team from Happy Valley Baptist 
Church, Glendale, helped South 

Asian Community Church near  
Vancouver, Canada, conduct VBS   
and a block party. 
 All but three of the 18 children 
attending VBS had never been in a  
church before, said Caleb Spacht,  
Happy Valley family minister. Growing  
up in the Sikh community, this was   
their first exposure to Christianity.
 Many parents attended the block party 
at the end of the week. They were open 
to hearing the Gospel and asked many 
questions.

Heart Cry Church, Queen Creek, 
opened a new 11,000-square-foot 

children’s building July 24. The building, 
with eight classrooms, an auditorium, 
indoor play area and coffee shop, was 
completed in nine months.
 Heart Cry Christian Academy, offering 
kindergarten-6th grade, opened in the 
building July 27. The new school has more 
than 60 students. Lisa Van Camp is the 
principal.

First Baptist Church, Fountain Hills, 
changed its name to Cornerstone 

Family Church of Fountain Hills in 
September.
 The change was made “to better 
represent to the community what this 
local body of Christian believers values 
and strives to demonstrate,” according 
to a news release from the church. In 
addition, the church has adopted a new 
vision statement: Jesus, our foundation; 
family, our focus; the world, our mission.

Classified advertising
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Let me introduce you to Lottie, Annie and Willis.
 Now, some of you who have been around Arizona 
Southern Baptists for a while may think you already 

know these three. Others, newer to Arizona, may be saying, 
“Who’s Willis?” And a few of you may not recognize these 
names at all.
 However, very few people outside the Arizona Southern 
Baptist Mission Network staff have met this Lottie, Annie 
and Willis. The trio are artifi cial plants purchased when 
Eric Dressler, Arizona Southern Baptists’ media tech 
director, started shooting videos in-house for our biweekly 
e-newsletter. 
 If you’ve seen the videos, you’ve most likely seen Lottie. 
It’s the largest of the three plants and appears most often. 
 Lottie is named for Lottie Moon, a Southern Baptist 
missionary to China for almost 40 years. Southern Baptists’ 
international missions offering is named in her honor: the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. It’s ironic that our largest 
plant is named for Lottie, who was 4 feet, 3 inches tall. On 
the other hand, the plant may be about her height!
 Annie — our middle-sized plant — is named for 
Annie Armstrong, the fi rst executive of Woman’s 
Missionary Union and a tireless supporter of missions and 

missionaries in her hometown of Baltimore, Maryland, 
throughout the United States and overseas. Her infl uence 
lives on through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American missions.
 Willis — the smallest plant — is named for Willis J. 
Ray, an early executive director of the Baptist General 
Convention of Arizona (now Arizona Southern Baptist 
Mission Network). He was a visionary leader, passionate 
about evangelism and church planting. For a number of 
years, the Arizona Mission Offering was called the Willis J. 
Ray State Mission Offering.
 As I think about our plant trio and this issue of Portraits, 
I realize the combined efforts of the original Lottie, Annie 
and Willis provide a comprehensive picture of what 
“A Network on Mission” looks like — serving at home 
and overseas, praying for and supporting missions and 
missionaries everywhere, sharing the Gospel and starting 
churches.
 As the Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network, we 
have a rich Southern Baptist heritage of being on mission. 
May we be found faithful as we carry on the legacy!
 By the way, if you would like to receive our e-newsletter, 
go to azsbc.link/NewsSignup.

a network, a heritage, a mission




