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Connecting Point
The Essence of a Network

I

know a guy!

Whether you are talking about a car repair
or someone to fix a problem at your house,
those are words you might hear from a friend or
neighbor. Most of the time, it is a great relief and
reassuring to have a referral for someone you can
trust to help in a time of need.
Sometimes that happens at church. We may
hear about something that is going on with a
family and know someone who can help, or
maybe we are the ones needing help and someone
at church knows someone to recommend. It is
always good to have a personal contact from
someone who has experience with a company or
service.
But what about when churches need help?
What if they are experiencing some difficulty in
an area or want to know how to work through
a problem? What if they are looking to start a
ministry or do something new and don’t have the
experience or expertise to do so?
Often, there is not a singular program or
person who has the solution to a church’s unique
situation and needs. But most of the time, there
is a church or leader in our state who has worked
through something similar or developed an
approach that can be applied or modified to fit in
another place.
In other words, the answer is in our network!
Welcome to the Arizona Southern Baptist
Mission Network. We are working together to
make disciples of all peoples in Arizona and
beyond.
We help each other accomplish the
mission God has given us, collectively
and individually. We want to learn from
what God is doing all over the state and

Like Arizona Southern
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help others apply best practices and principles in
their unique context.
We want to help every church answer the
question, “What is your next step and how can
we help you take it?” We do that by helping them
find the resources they need to take that step
whether it is by connecting them to another
church or leader who is doing it already or
helping them create something new.
We are a network on mission — to reach
Arizona and the world with the Gospel. We
cooperate to send missionaries, plant churches,
train leaders and do ministry. We want everyone
to know the One who we know can save them.
That is the essence of this network. I am glad to
be a part of it. Aren’t you?
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Phoenix, work together as
The Bridge Church Network.
Photo by Nancy Patton
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B Y D AV I D J O H N S O N

etworks are powerful.
Just think about YouTube. The
current estimate is that this internet
video platform has 2 billion users,
up from 800 million in 2012. Almost
half of all global internet users access
it every month and more than a billion
hours of content is viewed on YouTube every single day.
That is a powerful network.

Or think about Facebook. It boasts 2.91 billion monthly
users as the largest social media outlet in the world. And
the online Bible app YouVersion has now surpassed 500
million downloads since 2008. That is more than any hit
TV show.
Networks are powerful for those on the inside and for
those outside. Those on the inside benefit from the sharing
of information, resources and connections. Just think
about how often YouTube videos are accessed to learn how
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				 LIKE THE BODY OF CHRIST,
				 EACH CHURCH PLAYS A
				 UNIQUE AND IMPORTANT
ROLE IN ACCOMPLISHING THE MISSION.
EACH CHURCH BRINGS ITS OWN STRENGTHS AND
COMPETENCIES IN DIFFERENT AREAS. WE LEARN
FROM EACH OTHER AND GROW FROM HEARING
EACH OTHER’S PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCES.
WE DISCOVER NEW WAYS OF REACHING OUR
COMMUNITIES AND GROWING DISCIPLES
THROUGH SHARING WITH ONE ANOTHER.”
to fix something in your home or how to do something on your
computer.
But they also have a powerful influence for those on the
outside. Think about how quickly a network can shape public
opinion or mobilize thousands of people to do something when
a video or story goes viral. This is also true of the church.
The Bible refers to the church as the “Body of Christ” (1 Cor.
12:27; Eph. 4:12). Christians are not just individual believers, they
are part of a larger network. As such, every believer has a part to
play and a gift to bring to the process of building up the rest of
the body that is the church.
There are many benefits to being a part of the Body of Christ.
We are not only recipients of God’s grace, but the love and
ministry of people around us in the church. In fact, we often
wonder how people get through difficulties without having a
church family to help them. The Christian life was never meant
to be lived alone. We need the network of the Body of Christ!
The network of the church also has a powerful influence on
those outside. In the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus taught
that, despite its small beginnings, the kingdom of God would
grow to provide shelter for many. And in the parable of the
leaven, Jesus predicted that the impact of the kingdom of God
would be pervasive. A network has the ability to affect far beyond
the individual parts of it.
Jesus commanded His followers to make disciples of all
nations (Matt. 28:20) and to be His witnesses to the ends of the
earth (Acts 1:8). That begins with reaching a local community
(Jerusalem), then a region (Judea and Samaria) and then beyond.
One has only to observe the diversity of the Body of Christ
4
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around the world to take note of its international influence.
Indeed, we look forward to a day when people from every tribe
and tongue and nation will gather to sing praise around His
throne (Rev. 7:19). That’s the power of His network!
What is true of individual believers is also true of churches. We
were never intended to go it alone. We need each other. Churches
are stronger when they work together. We can do far more
together than we ever could by ourselves.
Scientists recently learned the reason ducklings swim in a line
behind the mother duck is because even the littlest ducklings can
swim farther and faster when they go together. This observation
may actually change the shipping industry. It should also change
the way we see the local church. We can swim farther and faster
together in a network. We are better together!
Like the Body of Christ, each church plays a unique and
important role in accomplishing the mission. Each church
brings its own strengths and competencies in different areas.
We learn from each other and grow from hearing each other’s
perspectives and experiences. We discover new ways of reaching
our communities and growing disciples through sharing with
one another.
When one church struggles in an area, those who are stronger
can help. Every church has something they can contribute, and
the collective strength of the whole is greater than the sum of its
parts. That is what a network is all about.
The impact a network can make on the world is exponentially
greater as well. When churches join together, they are able to
accomplish much for the kingdom of God.
It was a small group of churches that joined together to give an

offering for the suffering, struggling church in Jerusalem in the
New Testament era. That may be the first example of churches
working together in a network to accomplish something greater
beyond themselves, but it would not be the last.
It was a small association of churches in England who sent
the first missionary out in the modern era. That action inspired
hundreds of other churches to join together and send more
missionaries out, and the modern mission movement was born.
It was a small group of churches who joined together in 1845
to form the Southern Baptist Convention for the expressed
purpose of “eliciting, combining, and directing the energies of the
whole denomination in one sacred effort, for the propagation of
the Gospel.”
And, as Jeff Iorg, president of Gateway Seminary, says, “God
has used Southern Baptists despite their flaws and while they are
flawed to accomplish more temporal and eternal good than any
other denomination in American history.”
It was also a small group of eight churches who met in
Globe, Arizona, in 1928 to form the Arizona Southern Baptist
Convention for the purpose of promoting the “concert of action
among Baptists” for “the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in
Arizona and throughout the whole world.”
Think for a moment about the power of the Arizona Southern
Baptist Mission Network. Over the years, hundreds of churches
have been planted, hundreds of ministers and missionaries have

PARTNERS

been trained and sent out, and thousands of people have been
reached with the Gospel and discipled. And we are just getting
started!
Think about the potential for the future as we work together
in this network. We can reach more people, make more disciples,
plant more churches, train more leaders and send more
missionaries than we ever have before. That is what God can do
when we work together. That is the power of a network!
David Johnson is executive director of the Arizona
Southern Baptist Mission Network.

NEXT STEPS

• As your church plans your next step, consider how the
power within the Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network
can help you in taking that step. Reach out to other
churches and the Network facilitators for assistance through
their experience and resources.
• Consider how your church and its leaders can be of help to
other Arizona Southern Baptist churches. The story of how
your church took its last step may be what others need to
hear for help in taking their next step.

ON THE JOURNEY

The power of a local network

I

do, and always have, loved the local
Southern Baptist association. As a
young pastor, my director of missions
got my fat out of the fire of my own
making on several occasions.
In my early days as a church starter,
I belonged to our own Dead Preachers
Society (think Robin Williams movie).
We enjoyed a fraternity of men that
allowed us to be just us for a few hours or
couple of days, depending on the meeting
we were attending.
Pastoring would have been much more
difficult without help from my fellow
pulpiteers and director of missions.
River Valley Mission Network reminds
me of those early days, days I still
treasure.
Our guys love their churches, and they
love one another. I have seen our pastors
pile grief on one another, good naturedly

harassing each other for the silliest of
things. Laughing has been good for us.
I have also seen our pastors walk beside
each other in times of great need or deep
heartache. True friends on the same
journey.
The loneliness of the pastorate —
knowing so much about so many and
having no one to talk to about it – is
compounded by the distances between
so many Arizona churches. The power of
a Baptist network of pastors combats the
loneliness by providing good friendships
and close confidants with fellow pastors.
Churches giving to their association
and Cooperative Program allows our
network to do what only our network
can do: benevolence for grieving pastors,
leadership seminars, training sessions,
retreat scholarships, help for struggling
churches, pastors’ Christmas gifts, pastors’

BY BRUCE CANNON
Director of Missions
River Valley Mission Network

wives’ appreciation events, significant
travel and hospitality budgets, and my
half-time salary.
My ministry began while a college
student. My formal ministry career will
end in a few years. Through it all, the
power of the associational network has
been a Godsend.
Portraits
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A NETWORK
IN ACTION

W

RESORT MINISTRY TO SERVE
LOCALS, CANYON VISITORS

ith dusty shoes, sweat-moistened
brows and water bottles in hand
is how several million visitors to
Grand Canyon National Park view
the grandest view of all. Visitors
from all over the world come to
stand on the South Rim and gaze
into the majestic abyss, contemplating
nature, creation, the divine or simply just how small they
are in comparison to one of the seven natural wonders of the
world.
Just a short walk away, nestled in the beautiful pines about a
mile from the edge, is a home. A home set apart to house those
who desperately desire to share the love, truth and grace of
Jesus Christ with their neighbors and the millions of visitors.
This home owned by Grand Canyon Baptist Church has
a long and rich history of serving this community and her
guests. Over the past couple of decades, it was blessed to have
great longevity in her pastors.
Sadly, her most recent minister, Pastor Russell Lambert
passed away in March 2020. With his death and the onset of
shut-down protocols by the National Park Service due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the church ceased to operate, which if
continued long term would mean losing its place in the park.
With this looming uncertainty, leaders of Grand Canyon
Baptist Association (GCBA), with whom Grand Canyon
Baptist Church is affiliated, prayed and researched how to
protect this much-needed ministry in northern Arizona. During
the early months of 2020, the church remained closed like
many of the entities in the park.
In the fall, however, things began to slowly open, and
GCBA wanted to be ready to fully engage this community.
Through the leadership of David Cox, GCBA associational
missionary, the association executive board prayed and voted
to take on Grand Canyon Baptist Church and develop it into a
resort ministry of GCBA.

This association’s vision was to see this ministry develop
into more than just a preaching point. Instead, they began
seeking a resort missionary to serve in the park.
To move forward with this grand vision, several things
needed to be accomplished.
First, to keep the church operational, the association had to
work to provide consistent pulpit supply. Men from all over
Arizona graciously spent weekends in the park preaching
truth and loving a community that wasn’t their own. This
was possible through a vast network throughout the Arizona
Southern Baptist Mission Network.
Next, with no one living in the home, the association rallied
together to have several workdays to prepare the house for
the missionary family God would bring to the ministry. From
college students to senior adults, volunteers spent several days
cleaning and painting the entire structure.
Finally, the key piece in this ministry endeavor was to wait
on the Lord to bring a man and his family to minister and love
this community.
On Dec. 1, 2021, GCBA announced Donn and Dianne
Broeker had answered the Lord’s call to become the new
resort missionaries.

Several groups worked to prepare Grand Canyon Baptist Church’s
house for a new family. Top of next page, Donn and Diane Broeker
have answered the call as the new resort missionaries.

S T ORY AND PH O T O S B Y LA I N E E P E GE LO W
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Donn shared, “Our morning devotions included Philippians 1:1-11
where Paul is telling his friends of their importance in the ministry
with him, telling them how they and he can have faith in God to work
and to deliver. Yes, we can trust God and we need to live on the edge
following Him. Philippians 1:12-26 says, if we live, we must live
faithfully following God and He will produce fruit from our labor.
That settles it, Grand Canyon here we come.”
It was necessary for many partners to join in this endeavor.
Working together in prayer and financial support, the GCBA, Arizona
Southern Baptist Mission Network and others have invested in this
vital ministry preparing for a kingdom harvest of individuals coming
to Christ.
Lainee Pegelow, a freelance writer and photographer, is
communications specialist, missions coordinator and a campus
missionary for Christian Challenge AZ. She is a member of
Challenge Church, Flagstaff.

NEXT STEPS
• Pray for Donn and Dianne Broeker as they begin ministry at
Grand Canyon National Park.
• Connect with Grand Canyon Baptist Resort Ministry to serve.

Portraits
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The Bridge Church
Network
THREE DETERMINED CHURCHES,
ONE DYNAMIC MINISTRY

T

BY IRENE A. HARKLEROAD

hree small churches known as The
Bridge Church Network have put
hands and feet to their mission to
spread the love of Christ in their
underserved neighborhoods in the
Phoenix area.
Bridge Rio Vista, Bridge Casa
de Amor and Bridge Retro work in the
trenches. They distribute food and clothing,

8
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walk the streets getting to know their
neighbors on a personal level, and offer a
place at the table for the needy and the lost.
Bridge Casa de Amor and Bridge Retro
were both church plants from Bridge Rio
Vista. They linked together to determine
health and sustainability in each of their
ministries and greater effectiveness in
reaching the lost.

The three churches in The Bridge Church Network reach out in a variety of
ways to reach their respective communities. Opposite page from left, pastors
Tim Lesher (Casa de Amor), Israel Barraza (Bridge Rio Vista) and Mark Pratt
(Bridge Retro) meet together to support each other and discuss church matters.
“Each church has its own leadership team,” said Tim Lesher, pastor of
Casa de Amor, Mesa. “We work together as a whole to support each other.
We spend time together to encourage one another. We meet to discuss
finances, leadership and church planting, to hold each other accountable,
and avoid the isolation and loneliness that often come when you’re doing
ministry alone.”
The goal for each church is the same but methods vary by community.
One neighborhood has multicultural, multigenerational families that have
lived there for decades. Another has a large population of homeless people.
Yet another has a mix of both.
“Every church has its own heartbeat,” said Mark Pratt, pastor of Bridge
Retro, Phoenix, the newest church plant. “We go into our community
weekly and get to know our neighbors, the homeless, the business owners.
We take church beyond our walls.”
Bridge Retro hosts men’s and women’s discipleship groups. The men in
the group are volunteers who distribute food or personally receive the food
when it is distributed.
The women are either being discipled or are discipling others. Pratt
believes in a “long-walk ministry.” As people grow, the church walks with
them in life with Christ at the center.
The Bridge Church Network partners with Arizona Baptist Children’s
Services & Family Ministries (ABCS). Bridge Network churches share
Portraits
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Now they are part of the church or they are volunteers serving at
Rio Vista Center during the week.
“That’s probably my favorite part,” Barraza said.
The Bridge pastors believe in ABCS’ mission and vision.
They want a thriving Gospel-centered, Bible-teaching church in
the communities where people are being reached through the
services of the ABCS Community Resource Centers ministry.
They want those people to find a place to connect and belong.
“That is the driving desire behind the Bridge Network and
why we do what we do,” Lesher said. “ABCS is a phenomenal
partner, because it allows us to be the church God has called us
to be. We know we have this large network of partners who love
and care about what we do. We’re not doing it alone.”
Irene A. Harkleroad, a freelance writer living in Carefree, is
a member of Black Mountain Baptist Church, Cave Creek.

Bridge Retro Pastor Mark Pratt (left) and ABCS Statewide Leader Care
Director Jim Martin organize food and supplies.
property with ABCS and with the help of volunteers, distribute
life-sustaining food and clothing.
“It’s unique,” said Israel Barraza, pastor of Bridge Rio Vista,
Phoenix. “Bridge Network and ABCS are different entities,
yet they work closely together. People come and get their needs
met. That opens doors to build relationships and share the
Gospel.”
Many church members were people who received food boxes
or clothing or used one of the other ABCS ministries on site.

NEXT STEPS

• Consider how your church can network with others and
open the door to share the Gospel through community
ministry.
• For more information about volunteering and
services offered at any of the Bridge churches, see
thebridgewebsite.com.
• For information about the seven ministries with one
mission of ABCS, go to abcs.org.

GRAB YOUR PAINT�RUSH AND GUITAR! PREPARE FOR NEXT SUM�ER’S VBS.
Spark imagination and kick creativity into high gear at Spark Studios. In
summer 2022, kids will learn that God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis. The
Master Artist is working to redeem, reclaim, and transform us–His creation–to
the design He planned for us. Kids will see the beautiful truth that they are
God’s workmanship as they learn to use their talents to bring glory to Him.

VBS DIRE�TORS’ CONFERENCE

FEB. 5, 2022 | 9am-12pm | ROYAL PALMS BAPTIST CHURCH

This conference is designed to help Directors plan ahead and recruit
their team! Two churches will win a free curriculum, and all
directors who attend will get two free paid spots at the State VBS
Conference. Free. No lunch provided. No registration required.

STATE VBS CONFERENCE

APRIL 2, 2022 | 9am-1pm | ROYAL PALMS BAPTIST CHURCH

All VBS workers are invited to learn how to spark the imagination
of children and learn how to teach children about the biblical
truths that will be shared this summer. Lunch provided.
Registration opens Feb. 1: azsbc.org/vbs
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SOUTHEASTERN
ARIZONA
CHURCH
EXPANDS
SEMINARY
REACH

V

B Y F R A NCIN E BIERE
P HO T O S BY CARLA MEYER

illage Meadows Baptist Church is
using the power of networking to
bring seminary classes to Sierra Vista,
benefitting both the community and the
Arizona Campus of Gateway Seminary.
The seminary began offering classes at
Village Meadows in January 2021. Two
years prior, a conversation between Mark
Pitts, Village Meadows’ former senior pastor,
and Dallas Bivins, Gateway’s Arizona Campus
director, was the catalyst for Gateway offering
classes at the church.
“I’m thrilled that because of our location in the outback,
so to speak, we could offer more convenient, face-to-face
classes,” Pitts said. “We have been blessed by God to have
a regional seminary extension that is strengthening the
spreading of the Gospel here, as well as training and making
disciples.”
Bivins points out that this isn’t just training in the pulpit
but training in the pews.
12
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Students attend a Gateway Seminary class in person
at Village Meadows Baptist Church in Sierra Vista,
opposite page, while the class is also streamed to
students attending via Zoom.

“One reason Gateway is here is to offer seminary classes to those
who would never have this kind of opportunity,” he said.
“The face-to-face classes are helping a local church. It would’ve
been easier and less expensive to offer remote or online classes,
but it’s important for us to meet students and have them together
in the classroom instead of remotely. For the benefit of the
kingdom, we needed to be there in person,” Bivins said.
According to Mike Sanders, Village Meadows’ new senior
pastor, this collaboration has a two-fold value: Gateway’s ability to
reach out further geographically and the opportunity for Village

Meadows to host the classes for the local community and
southeastern Arizona.
“It’s really for anyone who wants to dive deeper into God’s
Word,” he said.
Sanders is excited about future networking with Gateway.
“I think when church congregations and members of the
community see this collaboration, it will help to open their
minds to the possibilities,” he said.
Carla Meyer, a small group leader at Village Meadows agrees.
“This is an amazing collaboration,” she said. “Gateway is a
Portraits
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wonderful seminary, with people ready to walk alongside you.
The study methods taught and information I have gleaned in
class are helping me be ready for our small group study. I am
also a deacon’s wife and the ministry assistant at VMBC, so I
know how to get an answer for someone.”
Another class member, Lora Miller, finds this collaboration
beneficial.
“For me, it’s the fact that I can take in-person classes in Sierra
Vista,” she said. “I appreciate being in the classroom and not
relying on online or Zoom classes. I also appreciate the intensive
weekend schedule. My teaching schedule as a full-time faculty
instructor at Cochise College involves days, nights, and changes
every eight weeks, so weekends are the best time for me.”
As the mission action pastor and a Sunday School teacher at
Village Meadows, Brian Claassen is learning more about the
Bible and how to teach it.
“This will be invaluable,” he said. “Personally, the more I learn
about the Bible, the more in awe I am of who God is and how
beautiful His Word is.”
But networking doesn’t just happen. Jeffrey Crabtree, Village
Meadows’ worship leader, uses his knowledge and technical
expertise to provide an almost seamless connection between
the live class at Village Meadows and students participating via
Zoom from different locations in Arizona.
The definition of networking really describes what is
happening between Village Meadows and Gateway Seminary.
It’s the action or process of interacting with others to exchange
14
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David Johnson, Arizona Southern Baptist Mission Network executive
director, teaches a Gateway Seminary class in New Testament at
Village Meadows Baptist Church in Sierra Vista while more students
participate via Zoom.
information and develop professional or social contacts. It’s also
the linking of computers to allow them to operate interactively.
These efforts are descriptive of the new name selected to
replace Arizona Southern Baptist Convention — Arizona
Southern Baptist Mission Network
Francine Biere, a freelance writer living in Sierra Vista, is a
member of Village Meadows Baptist Church, Sierra Vista.
Carla Meyer is a ministry assistant at Village Meadows
Baptist Church, Sierra Vista.

NEXT STEPS
• The Arizona Campus of Gateway Seminary is in Phoenix,
but classes are held at several sites. For more information
on programs and upcoming classes available at Village
Meadows Baptist Church in Sierra Vista, call 602-843-8544
or visit online at gs.edu/about/locations/arizona-campus/.
• Churches interested in learning more about bringing
Gateway Seminary classes to their campus may email
Dallas Bivins at DallasBivins@gs.edu.

arIzona for LIfe
MARCH & RALLY
Saturday, January 15, 2022
InspIre. educate. actIvate.
Join us for a celebration of life!
Featuring national speakers
and other testimonies
Gather at 10:30 AM
March begins at 11:30 AM
Downtown Phoenix
7th Avenue & Washington

azliferally2022.org
Portraits
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B Y R IK D A N IELS EN

PRESCOTT CABIN
PROVIDES SAFE SPACE
FOR FAMILIES

F

B Y ROBIN TALLE Y *

or more than 60 years, Arizona Baptist Children’s Services
& Family Ministries (ABCS) has partnered with Arizona
Southern Baptists to share the love of Christ while meeting the
physical needs of families in crisis. In 2021, Yavapai County Southern
Baptists collaborated with ABCS and their Arms of Love Foster Care
and Parent Aide ministry to continue that partnership in a big way.

GROWING NEEDS
When a family enters the foster care system, the court mandates
supervised visits as a condition of the reuniting process. ABCS parent
aides supervise these visits. The demand for a place for supervised
visits grew even greater in 2020 as many of the public venues
available for these types of meetings were closed due to health and
safety concerns.
“One of the biggest hindrances to family reunification is the lack of
a place to hold supervised visits,” said Hillary Horn, Arms of Love
Foster Care licensing specialist.
16
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Southern Baptist churches in Yavapai County and across the state
responded financially and with physical labor to help remodel a cabin
for use by ABCS Arms of Love Foster Care and Parent Aide ministry.

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER

Before and after photos show the dramatic changes made in ABCS’ Prescott
cabin to provide welcoming space for supervised visits and parenting education
and other community education classes.
Arms of Love Foster Care also provides parenting education and
other community education classes. What they needed was a large, safe,
secure place to offer training to families in the area.
Additionally, the Yavapai Foster Care Closet for all families licensed
with any agency in the area needed to be reestablished. Last-minute
foster care placements often need supplies such as diapers, clothes and
car seats quickly.
“We wanted the resource closet to be available to the greater foster
community in Yavapai County,” said Michelle Clements, ABCS vice
president of development and communications.

WORKING TOGETHER
For the past several years, ABCS has partnered with First Southern
Baptist Church of Prescott Valley (FSBCPV) by renting part of their
cabin to provide foster care and parent aide families in the area with
support. When the need for more space was presented, the church
decided that ABCS should use the entire cabin space.
Southern Baptist churches in the area and across the state responded
generously to ABCS’s call for help with the cash and in-kind donations
to transform the cabin. Raising nearly $40,000, the remodeled cabin
was ready for use in November 2021.
“We are so grateful to the Prescott and Prescott Valley communities
and our partnership with First Southern Baptist Church of Prescott
Valley in remodeling the cabin,” said Lauren Belcher, ABCS northern
region program administrator. “This is a beautiful space where families
will be able to connect and spend quality time together in a home-like
setting, instead of an office. Our hope is that we can minister to hurting
children and families in the community and share with them the love
and grace of Christ.”

SHARING THE LOVE OF CHRIST
“We have hope and assurance of faith through the actions that
Christ took. In the same way, the actions of ABCS and the Yavapai
County Southern Baptists are bringing hope to children and families

by living out Christ’s character as they meet the needs of the
foster community,” said Jackie Boyd, member of ABCS Board of
Trustees and assistant pastor at First Southern Baptist Church of
Chino Valley.
Having a safe and comfortable setting like the Prescott cabin that
meets the specific needs of Yavapai County families is a practical
way to share hope and care with hurting children and their
families.
“We are not in a foreign country, but the foster care
environment is a huge mission field. The opportunities we are
given to share the love of Christ through words and actions with
caseworkers, state workers, parents and children are significant,”
Clements said.
*Name changed for security

Robin Talley, longtime Arizona Southern Baptist, is a Last
Frontier missionary with the International Mission Board.

NEXT STEPS

• PRAY: Pray for Christians within the foster care
environment to be salt and light and share the love of
Christ. Pray about becoming a foster parent or parent aide.
• GIVE: Donate to the Foster Care Closet in Yavapai County
or one in your area.
• GO: Consider volunteering with ABCS. To find a location
near you, use the form at abcs.org/volunteer-application/.
• SHARE: Do you have a building or property that you
could share? Safe, comfortable, home-like locations for
supervised visits for families and children are needed in all
areas of Arizona.
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HOPE
CEN

O

North Phoenix Baptist Church’s
Hope Center offers a number
of services to the community,
all with the goal of introducing
people to the hope found in Jesus.

B Y JO HAN N A WILLETT
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TRUE TO ITS NAME

O

n any given day, the Hope Center at North
Phoenix Baptist Church may host refugees
learning English, widows receiving
comfort or medical professionals
providing healthcare.
The ministry at North Phoenix
Baptist Church’s central campus opened
in September 2020 to provide a range of
services for people in need — currently, about
300 per month.
“The Hope Center is really the result of a vision of our pastor, Noe
Garcia,” said Lorri Paetz, Hope Center director. “He really has a heart
for our city and wanted to help meet physical needs to open the door
to share the Gospel and meet spiritual needs.”
A long time coming, the Hope Center is rooted in outreach the
church has been doing for years — backpack drives, Thanksgiving
meals and toys for kids at Christmastime.
“This has allowed us to be available to our community year-round,”
Paetz said, of the Hope Center.
Spread out over 15,000 square feet on the North Phoenix campus,
the Hope Center has enabled the church to extend the hours of its
existing food pantry and clothing closet, open a barbershop and
collaborate with other organizations and ministries serving the
community.
“Our thought is we can’t do all of this by ourselves,” said
Chuck Stanley, North Phoenix executive pastor of finance and
administration. “There are people doing this who are good at it. Let’s
bring them into the Hope Center and let them do what they’re good
at and partner with them
so there is one place people
can come for help.”
The partnerships abound
as North Phoenix has
networked with numerous
nonprofits for ministries at
the Hope Center.
Arizona Baptist
Children’s Services provides
foster care and adoption services. Mission of Mercy offers free
healthcare. Abounding Service teaches ESL and citizenship classes for
refugees. Grand Canyon University and CityServe connect households
with home goods. Grace and Mercy Homeless Ministries packs
sandwiches for individuals experiencing homelessness. And other
organizations provide care for many others, including women who
were formerly incarcerated and adults with special needs. Ministries

such as Celebrate Recovery, GriefShare and DivorceCare also
help hurting people.
Even more partnerships are in the works.
“We recognize in a city this large, there are a number of
organizations doing really good, faith-based work,” Paetz
said. “We did not have the manpower or energy to start every
ministry. But our idea was, let’s just partner and work together.
We’re all the body of Christ. … One is the ear and one is the toe
and one is the arm, and together we can make it work and reach
the city for Christ.”
Sister Ministries serves formerly incarcerated women with
Bible study, hygiene packs, clothing options and more. The
partnership with North Phoenix and the Hope Center frees up
the ministry’s resources, while providing women with a safe
space, additional services and, hopefully, a church family to join.
“Our goal is for the women to not stay at Sister,” said Juliana
McFadden, Sister Ministries founder and president. “We want to
shepherd them into the body of believers, the church.”
And at the Hope Center, that’s ultimately the goal: to
introduce people to the hope found in Jesus.
“We have seen doors open to share the Gospel,” Paetz said.
“We have seen people come to know the Lord through the
organizations we partner with. And we have seen God move in
the hearts of our people to become volunteers and bring food
and donate.”
Johanna Willett, a freelance writer living in Tucson, is a
member of Mountain View Baptist Church, Tucson.

NEXT STEPS
• Keep the Hope Center and North Phoenix Baptist
Church in prayer as they meet needs in the community.
• Consider how your own church can serve the community.
Lorri Paetz suggests adopting a school or reaching out
to seniors at a nearby assisted living facility.
• Look for networking opportunities that may exist within
your own congregation.
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AZSBC changes name, increases CP
By Elizabeth Young

A

rizona Southern Baptists voted to
change the name of the Arizona
Southern Baptist Convention and
to increase their Cooperative Program
giving to Southern Baptist Convention
causes during their 93rd annual meeting.
“Restore” was the theme of the meeting
held at Calvary Baptist Church in Lake
Havasu City, Nov. 12. It was attended by
173 messengers and 41 registered guests.
Name Change
Last year, messengers adopted a
recommendation from the AZSBC
Convention Council to vote at the
2021 annual meeting on changing the
convention’s name to “Arizona Mission
Network of Southern Baptists.” This
allowed time for prayer and discussion.
When the business item was presented
this year, Ted Finkbeiner, pastor of
Bouse Baptist Church in Bouse, made
a substitute motion that the name be
changed to “Arizona Southern Baptist
Mission Network.” The initial wording was
“awkward and clumsy,” he said, and putting
“Southern Baptist” close to “Arizona” was
“a more direct name change.”
Six other messengers spoke for and

David Johnson proclaims that mission
matters most in his report to Arizona
Southern Baptists.

During the AZSBC
annual meeting, Jack
Marslender (center)
was re-elected as
president, Ramon
Rodriguez (right) was
re-elected as first vice
president and Shawn
Buckhanan was
elected as second vice
president. Photos by
Lainee Pegelow
against the substitute motion, with some
wanting to emphasize the missional
aspect and looking toward the future,
while others were concerned about losing
“Southern Baptist distinctives.”
After AZSBC President Jack Marslender
said the substitute motion failed on a
show-of-hands vote, a ballot vote was
called for. The substitute motion passed
78-52. The new name is a “doing business
as” name change and will not change the
constitution or corporate filings.
Before the vote, AZSBC Executive
Director David Johnson talked about
the rationale for the name change in his
Centennial Vision report.
“We want a name that reflects who
we are and what we do,” he said. “We are
churches in Arizona. We have gathered
together to be on mission, because God’s
given us a mission to accomplish. And
we’re a network of churches.
“A lot of times, ‘convention’ really
doesn’t resonate with people. It seems
to reflect a structure that really doesn’t
identify us. But as a network of churches,
we want to be able to help each other,
working together in this mission.”
Mission Matters Most
In 2020, Arizona Southern Baptists gave
a record $3,575,000 to missions through
the Cooperative Program, and giving at
this point in 2021 is about $175,000 ahead
of the same time last year, Johnson said.
The AZSBC now has 471 churches, up
from 462 the previous year, he reported.
In 2020, 16 churches were planted, but
six ceased to exist. Baptisms were down

by about 1,000, totaling 1,478 in 2020, a
year when many churches were closed for
extended periods because of COVID-19.
About 62% of Arizona Southern Baptist
churches turned in their Centennial
Vision (Annual Church Profile) reports
last year, Johnson said. He urged churches
to turn in their reports this year “so we
can know how we’re doing and know how
we can best go about our ministries.”
In his challenge to Arizona Southern
Baptists, Johnson told about attending the
International Mission Board’s Sending
Celebration Nov. 8 in Columbia, South
Carolina, where a couple with Arizona ties
and a personal connection to his family
were among the 39 new missionaries who
participated.
Every day, 155,473 people die without
Christ, and, at the same time, Southern
Baptists’ missionary force has been
reduced by 40% since 2008, he said.
“We settled for sending trinkets in shoe
boxes instead of sending missionaries in
shoe leather,” Johnson said, paraphrasing
a statement made by IMB President Paul
Chitwood at the Sending Celebration.
Continuing the paraphrase, he said, “I’m
not speaking against sending things to
people … but the Gospel always travels
with people. It travels person to person.
… Don’t put your passion for missions
in a box. Don’t assume that you’ve done
your part by sending a box.”
We need to raise up, call out and send
people from our churches, and we need to
give resources to send and support them,
See Annual meeting on page 22
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Annual meeting from page 21 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------he said. “We need to do all that we can:
giving sacrificially, sending and going.”
Mission matters most, Johnson said.
“I know there’s a lot of talk about what’s
going on in the SBC,” he said, noting
he receives questions and emails. “I’m
distressed just like you are, but I want to
tell you something today. It doesn’t matter
what’s going on in the SBC. Mission
matters most. … We cannot, we must not,
let anything take the place of missions in
what we do. We must give, pray and send,
because mission matters most.”
Budget, Officers, Other Business
During the single afternoon worship
and business session, messengers adopted
a $4,286,768.03 operating budget for
2022. The operating budget includes
$3,644,213 in anticipated Cooperative
Program giving from churches, an
increase of $183,013 from 2021.
The Cooperative Program budget
allocates $1,421,342 or 39% — an
increase of 2.5 percentage points — to the
Southern Baptist Convention for national
and international missions and ministries.
The percentage increase represents
another step in reaching Arizona
Southern Baptists’ Centennial Vision goal
of giving 50% of Cooperative Program
receipts to missions outside the state
through the SBC by 2028. It’s the eighth
consecutive year for an increase, resulting
in a total rise of 13 percentage points.
The remaining Cooperative Program
budget will be distributed as follows:
Arizona Southern Baptist Convention,
$1,745,578 or 47.9%, a decrease of 2.5
percentage points from 2021; Arizona
Baptist Children’s Services & Family
Ministries, $255,095, 7%; and the Arizona
Campus of Gateway Seminary, $222,297,
6.1%. When the value of campus expenses
covered by the AZSBC is included,
Gateway receives $255,095.
The operating budget is a $55,569.01,
or 1.3%, decrease from the 2021 budget.
Income sources in the AZSBC operating
budget beyond Cooperative Program
giving by Arizona churches include
$319,500 from the North American
Mission Board, $305,055.03 in fees and
other revenue, and $18,000 in trust
income for the Cooperative Program.
Elected to second one-year terms
were President Jack Marslender, senior
pastor of Avondale Baptist Church in
22

|

Portraits

David Johnson (right)
presents Tommy and
Laura Thomas with a
lifetime achievement
award at the AZSBC
annual meeting.
Tommy Thomas
spent 40 years in
ministry in Arizona
in various capacities,
including most
recently as a church
planting catalyst with
the North American
Mission Board.
Avondale, and First Vice President Ramon
Rodriguez, pastor of Iglesia Bautista
Central in Phoenix. Shawn Buckhanan,
pastor of St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church in Sierra Vista, was elected as
second vice president.
A motion made by Larry Deskins,
senior pastor of Gateway Fellowship in
Gilbert, that the AZSBC “form a team to
look into the accusations against NAMB
concerning CRT leanings” was referred
to the Convention Council. The council
will form a team and report back to the
convention, Marslender said.
Lifetime Achievement Award
Johnson presented Tommy and Laura
Thomas with a lifetime achievement
award upon the recommendation of
the executive team and approval of the
Convention Council. Tommy Thomas,
who will retire later this year, is a church
planting catalyst serving northern Arizona
through the North American Mission
Board. During his 40 years of ministry in
Arizona, he also served as church planting
missionary and director of missions
for River Valley Mission Network in
northwestern Arizona and a pastor.
Johnson described Tommy Thomas as
“creative, visionary, and what I call, ‘he
followed the Experiencing God, Henry
Blackaby’ method. It wasn’t that he had
some magic formula. He just had a way of
sensing where God was working and where
there was a need, and he put those together
and God did the rest.” Through all the years,
Laura has been at Tommy’s side, supporting, praying, going with him on many
occasions and other times being separated
because of the work, Johnson said.

Tearing Down Idols
Using 2 Chronicles 15:8-17 as his text
for the closing message, Chad Garrison,
lead pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in
Lake Havasu City, noted that Asa was a
good king who did good things, but he
left the high places intact.
“Potential hidden high places in our
ministries that could be sabotaging our
efforts as good kings” include three idols
he said he’s seen “in the Southern Baptist
church world.”
—The idol of preference. This happens
“when we elevate our preferences over the
mission of Jesus,” he said.
—The idol of plans. You know plans are
an idol when you try to control outcomes
or people, or when you become angry
when your plans don’t work out. “God’s
plans are better than my plans every single
time,” he said.
—The idol of provision. “I learned
early in ministry that people use money
to try and control leaders and inhibit
the mission,” Garrison said. Be generous
personally and corporately in your
church, he urged.
Being a good king “means that I’ve
got to look in my life and in my church
and see what kind of high places are
there,” Garrison said. “And then when I
find them, when God shows them, we’ve
got to tear them down so that we can be
better kings and God can use us to make a
difference in this world.”
Prior to the afternoon session, lunch
was provided by Arizona Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief.
Next year’s annual meeting will be
Nov. 11 at Avondale Baptist Church in
Avondale.

Calvary hosts ‘Restore Your Soul’
By John Guillott

The worship team
from Calvary
Baptist Church in
Lake Havasu City
leads in an evening
of worship the day
before the AZSBC
annual meeting. The
church generously
offered recreational
activities and an
evening of worship for
those who came a day
early. Photo by Robert
Smith

C

alvary Baptist Church in Lake
Havasu City hosted Arizona
Southern Baptists in a most
generous way when they came to town for
their 93rd annual meeting Nov. 12.
The church provided opportunities on
Thursday, Nov. 11, for early attendees to
participate in golfing, hiking, off-roading,
boating, a spa day for the ladies, and
shooting. The church very generously
paid for all of these events plus a
one-night stay at a hotel.
“We wanted to provide a way for
pastors and other leaders to have an
opportunity to ‘Restore Your Soul,’” said
Chad Garrison, Calvary’s lead pastor.
The evening session kicked off at 5 p.m.
with dinner at the church, followed by
worship consisting of music by Calvary’s
worship team, testimonies of Calvary
members and a message by the keynote
speaker, Chris Brown.
Ruben and Johanna Magdaleno
shared their story of living a life of meth
addiction to living a life of ministry
thanks to Celebrate Recovery. Ruben

now serves on Calvary’s staff as pastor
of the Calvary — Parker campus. Other
Celebrate Recovery testimonies were
shared by Patrick and Jamie.
Chris Brown, senior pastor of North
Coast Church in Vista, California,
shared with the attendees the value and
importance of taking time away from
ministry. He told his story of being a
“workaholic” and how that affected his
ministry, his family and his personal life.

Brown shared three principles those in
ministry should apply to their lives.
1. Be willing to commit to living with a
low level of frustration of others.
2. Family times need to be a priority.
3. Ministers need to be more concerned
with fulfilling their calling — not their
potential.
A video of Chris Brown’s message
during the evening of worship may be
viewed at vimeo.com/showcase/9031534.

Arizona WMU celebrates in Lake Havasu City
By Robin Talley*

A

fter not gathering since 2019,
the women of Arizona’s WMU
were eager to meet to report,
recharge and resolve to become relentless
in making disciples. The 2021 Arizona
WMU Celebration cvent, held at Calvary
Baptist Church in Lake Havasu City Nov.
12, was attended by more than 40 women.
While health and safety concerns may
have prevented Arizona’s WMU from
meeting in person over the past two years,
they had not been inactive. Reports from
all around the state from the leaders and
consultants reminded the women of all
that had been accomplished by the WMU
to provide churches with resources to
disciple, educate and train leaders.
Calvary Baptist Church provided a
music team to lead the women in a time
of worship. The theme for the event was
“Relentless.”
Missionary women from four different
places in the world, including the Tohono
O’odham Nation here in Arizona, shared

inspiring stories of how God is at work
relentlessly drawing people to Him
through Jesus. While all four missionaries
work in challenging areas, three of them
work in locations so risky that sharing
details about them or their location would
put their families and the Christians they
work with in danger.
Each story shared by the missionaries
reminded the women to be relentless in
their commitment to be courageous in
sharing the good news of Jesus wherever
they live.
“We are not done yet. We are alive and
moving forward,” Terrie Sullivan, Arizona
WMU executive director and acting
recording secretary, said.
Looking to the future, Arizona WMU
plans to have a stronger relationship with
churches, especially with church planters.
WMU has many resources to share with
all Arizona churches, including resources
for children and youth discipleship.
“Pastors and church leaders are
encouraged to continue their focus on
missions by educating their congregations

on the importance of missions in their
communities and internationally, and for
individuals to prayerfully consider where
the Lord would have them participate
in a mission project with their church,”
Simone Lake, Arizona WMU women’s
leadership consultant for the Arizona
WMU and Arizona Southern Baptists’
women’s ministry leader, said.
In the past, WMU has been involved
with projects that helped support
refugees, victims of human trafficking and
individuals with PTSD. In 2022, the focus
of their support will be on mental health.
“There is no need to reinvent the
wheel,” Linda Hopson, Arizona WMU
president, said. “If you can think of a
ministry need, WMU has the materials to
resource it.”
Churches who want to start WMU
ministries are not required to have
monthly meetings, and online classes are
available.
“This is not your grandma’s WMU,”
Hopson said.
*Name changed for security
Portraits

|

23

Brown, Mandrell encourage pastors
By Scott Weesner

R

emember Jesus?” North Coast
Pastor Chris Brown read to the
crowd of pastors and church leaders
gathered at Calvary Baptist Church in
Lake Havasu City for the Arizona
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference on
Nov. 12. Brown was reading in 2 Timothy
and, as a master storyteller, set the likely
scene of Ephesus’ young pastor Timothy.
“When Paul reminds Timothy 25 times
to be strong it was likely because he was
… ?” Brown paused and waited for the
crowd’s response. “Weak,” they eventually
answered in unison. “And if he reminds
him to connect with others over and over
its likely because he is … ?” “Alone,” the
crowd answered again, now getting in
rhythm with the call and response system
being developed.
Brown was the keynote speaker for
an evening of worship on Nov. 11, for
“Coffee with Chris Brown” the morning
of the Pastors’ Conference and for a
session of the Pastors’ Conference.

“How many of you pastors are currently
or have ever felt weak and alone?” he
asked. Hands were raised across the
sanctuary as many confirmed a similar
feeling. Brown went on to deliver a similar
message of encouragement to those in the
audience as Paul did for Timothy in his
second letter to his son in the faith.
“Over the past year and a half, we have
been culturally shot at, and our church
body and us leaders have been genuinely
surprised spiritual bullets are flying. Why
are we surprised we are being shot at?
We need to stop being surprised we find
ourselves in a battle, we have always been
in a spiritual battle,” Brown said.
He cited 2 Timothy 2:8-11 (CSB):
“Remember Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead and descended from David,
according to my gospel, for which I
suffer to the point of being bound like
a criminal. But the word of God is not
bound. This is why I endure all things
for the elect: so that they also may obtain
salvation, which is Christ Jesus, with
eternal glory.”

Since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, churches across the United
States have experienced spiritual “shots”
being fired. The message from 2 Timothy
was a great reminder for leaders of the
church to stay focused on the real battle
surrounding us and to endure to the
end for the sake of the elect so they may
obtain salvation through Jesus Christ.
Following Brown, the conference
enjoyed a brief message from Ben
Mandrell, president and CEO of Lifeway
Christian Resources. Though cut short
due to time, he was able to encourage the
audience with his message from 1 Samuel
on finding your calling.
Mandrell outlined three distinct ways
people hear/find their calling in the Lord.
1. Calling through a sudden or dramatic
event.
2. Reason and contemplation.
3. Community — By others speaking
God’s calling to you.
Videos of messages from the Pastors’
Conference may be viewed at vimeo.com/
showcase/9031534.

You Make an Impact
Support

our mission to provide
hope & care to hurting
children and families
through Christcentered ministries

Receive

Give

a tax credit gift to
Arizona Baptist
Children's Services &
Family Ministries

abcs.org/taxcredit
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a dollar-for-dollar tax
credit up to $1,000 for
couples and $500 for
individuals

(800) 678-0648 |

Proclaim focuses on sharing Gospel
By Troy Hill

W

ith many options of what to
do on a Saturday, more than
100 college students chose to
get up early to learn to be more confident
in sharing their faith. They attended
Proclaim, a biannual conference of
Christian Challenge, Arizona Southern
Baptists’ collegiate ministry.
This year’s conference was held Oct. 23
at Foothills Baptist Church in Ahwatukee.
A total of 147 people attended, including
112 students from 15 campuses across the
state, making this Christian Challenge’s
largest event since the pandemic.
“This was the first statewide event in
which Challenge chapters were able to
gather [all in one place] since February of
2020, right before COVID hit,” said Marc
Hill, Christian Challenge state director.
“I was incredibly pleased by the turnout,
that so many students would want to give
up a Saturday to be inspired and trained
in personal sharing of the Gospel. Also,
with several chapters having to essentially

start over this fall in the midst of the
pandemic, 112 students attending was
phenomenal.”
The main topic was Gospel appointments, an intentional, relational method
of sharing the Gospel. You simply ask
someone if you can meet with them to
talk about what you believe — the Gospel,
set a time, then go and talk about God.
A main focus wasn’t just to teach
students how to do a Gospel appointment,
but to mobilize students into engaging
in more Gospel appointments, said
Noah Jaeger, a collegiate missionary with
Challenge on the Arizona State University
Downtown campus and one of the leaders
on the Proclaim planning committee.
“The idea is it’s kind of a catalyst event
to get students to start doing [Gospel
appointments],” Jaeger said. “The overall
goal was to equip students with the
Gospel, to train them how to effectively
share their faith.”
The featured speaker was Steve Shadrach,
founder of Student Mobilization, which
focuses on evangelizing and discipling

college students in the United States and
abroad.
Shadrach spoke on Gospel appointments, and various breakouts addressed
different aspects of them, such as teaching
a basic how-to course, addressing certain
questions students might have and
presenting specific tools that would aid a
Gospel appointment.
Zachariah Shu, a senior involved with
ASU Tempe Challenge, said he thought
the programming was interesting and
helpful — especially for newer believers.
Proclaim provides a context for newer
believers to understand the Gospel,
dig into what it really means, and for
evangelism to be highlighted at a time
when it might fall to the wayside.
The biggest thing Proclaim did for his
students was give them a missional mind
for their campus, Jaeger said.
“Instead of just, ‘I’m trying to survive
college, and make it out somehow with
my faith intact,’ it’s more like, ‘How can I
leave a lasting impact on my campus and
engage the gates of hell?’” Jaeger said.

FOR 175 YEARS

ONE THING
HAS HELD US TOGETHER.

Get the gospel to every man, woman, and
child on the planet.
Every language, every nation, every tribe,
every place.
For the glory of God. To reach the lost.
To expand God’s Kingdom.
Now more than ever, that effort is crucial
and hangs in the balance.
What will you do to make it happen?
The Cooperative Program makes it
possible for your church to reach all the
world all the time.
From Arizona to the uttermost part of the
earth.
Dr. Doug Derbyshire, an International Mission Board missionary from Arizona,
consults with a patient during a medical clinic in Thailand. Your Cooperative
Program gifts support his work. IMB Photo

GIVE TO THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM!
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Women renewed and restored at Arise
By Johanna Willett

M

ore than 600 women gathered
inside the Sedona Performing
Arts Center Oct. 1-2 for the
second Arise AZ Women’s Conference.
That they gathered inside was a big
deal.
Last year, COVID-19 forced the
inaugural Arise conference outside
onto the Sedona Red Rock High School
football field. And while necessary, it
wasn’t quite what Shannon Jennings, the
chair of the Arise AZ planning team, had
in mind when she first began imagining
the conference in 2019.
“The football field was the Lord’s
provision to continue with Arise, but
it was not the initial vision that God
gave for it,” Jennings said. “The biggest
difference between 2020 and 2021 was
that 2021 was the vision coming into
focus.”
That vision included air conditioning,
a full band and media team, video
testimonies, a livestream to Facebook
and an extensive selection of breakout
sessions. It also included life change —
at least four women made decisions to
follow Jesus for the first time, and more
than 150 made a rededication or had a
renewal experience, Jennings said.
The theme for Arise this year was
Renew and Restore, based on Psalm 51.
Sponsored by the Arizona Southern
Baptist Convention and the North
American Mission Board, Arise 2021
happened with the help of volunteers
from Sedona’s Aletheia Church, a

Shannon Jennings
(from left), chair
of the Arise AZ
planning team,
shares a lighthearted
moment with
conference speakers
Erica Wiggenhorn,
Jill Rhodes and Sara
Beekman during a
panel discussion at
the Arise AZ Women’s
Conference.
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Catherine Renfro,
an evangelism
strategist at the North
American Mission
Board, speaks during
a session of the
Arise AZ Women’s
Conference held Oct.
1-2 at the Sedona
Performing Arts
Center in Sedona.
statewide Arise planning team and a
mission team from a church in Arkansas.
“The main hope was that after having a
year-and-a-half of ups and downs … and
having to move things in our lives … that
we would be able to come in and worship
together and it would renew and restore
us and begin that revival process in our
own lives that would hopefully have the
overflow into our cities and state and
country,” Jennings said.
Erica Wiggenhorn, Jill Rhodes and Sara
Beekman — all Arizona women — led
the main sessions, along with Catherine
Renfro, an evangelism strategist at the
North American Mission Board. Women
from across the state led about 20 distinct
breakout sessions on topics ranging from
raising godly children to pursuing rest.
Maria Saenz-Dominguez goes to 22nd
Street Baptist Church in Tucson and
attended Arise with a group of friends she

invited. The conference was bittersweet —
she was in attendance at the invitation of
a friend and mentor who recently passed
away.
“It was a time of renewing my spirit
with Him and my passion where I left off,”
Saenz-Dominguez said. “I recently lost
my job, my brother and my mentor, so it’s
been a little bit rocky.”
Saenz-Dominguez said prior to her
mentor Laurie Thomas’ passing, her
friend had planned to help her look into
seminaries. At Arise, Saenz-Dominguez
said, she felt an affirmation of what her
mentor had already been teaching her.
“We’re here because she had us come,
and now she’s not here, but she is,” SaenzDominguez said. “I felt like God might
have taken her away, but He never took
her out of my heart, and I’m just going to
turn around and do what she did for me
for other women. And that has renewed
my passion and cleared the fog that I was
in.”
Her weekend at Arise renewed her
determination to check out seminaries
and follow where she believes God is
leading her.
This is Jennings’ vision fulfilled.
“It was an amazing time of worship
on Friday and Saturday of women just
coming together and being able to get
away from all of the baggage that they
have had and just being able to worship
together,” Jennings said.
You can catch the main session speakers
from this year’s conference on the Arise
AZ Women’s Conference Facebook page,
facebook.com/ariseazwomensconference.
For more information or to purchase
tickets for the 2022 event, visit ariseaz.com/.

Faith in Action
C

ommon Ground Church, Sahuarita,
held Love Works Serve Day rather
than their normal Sunday morning
worship service Nov. 14. After gathering
for a devotion and communion, church
members divided into groups to serve
several community partners.
Working with the town of Sahuarita, they
cleared weeds and debris in residents’
yards and washed the Sahuarita Police
Department’s fleet. They painted curbs for
the school where they meet for worship
and landscaped a garden for the school
district’s Early Childhood Center. They also
organized seeds for the local food bank to
distribute to families for gardens.
In addition, church members helped
Way Family Church, Tucson, with a
community festival. Common Ground is
the sending church for this new church
start.
At Christmas, Common Ground
provided presents for 114 children
identified by three schools as part of
families needing help. Church members
adopted children by taking ornaments
from the church’s Tree of Hope,
purchasing clothing and toys according
to the information on the ornaments and
returning wrapped gifts to the church.
Teachers at the schools provided gift
cards, and the church also provided food
for the families.

M

ountain View Baptist Church,
Tucson, skipped the Sunday morning
service and participated in a Tucson-wide
Serve Our City event Nov. 14.
Joining with people from other churches
to be the hands and feet of Christ, about
75 Mountain View members fixed bikes for
middle school students and built a tortoise
habitat at a school. They wrote thank-you
notes to first responders and took snacks
to fire stations. Some from Mountain View
participated in the church’s regular adopta-road cleanup, and others prayerwalked
at a school.

S

tudents, along with a few parents and
other adults, from First Southern
Baptist Church, Scottsdale, sorted food
and packed 104 bags with Thanksgiving
items for needy families.
Chad Murrell, pastor of First Southern,
said he learned a nonprofit that partners
with the city of Scottsdale had food
available for the holiday but needed help to
pack it. The bins of food were delivered to
the church, where the students and others
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packed the food in bags for individual
families. The food bank then picked up the
bags, added turkeys and distributed them.
First Southern has an ongoing
relationship with the city and the food
bank, making regular visits to drop off
food donations. In nine months, the
church donated almost four tons of food
and hygiene items. With needs at the
food bank especially high in 2020, First
Southern donated $43,000 from March
through the end of that year.

R

ather than having a fall festival at their
church, children and their families
from Hillside Baptist Church, Phoenix,
participated in a reverse Trick-or-Treat at
Halloween.
Children arrived at church in their
costumes, and families had dinner
together before dividing into groups to
visit homebound church members. They
gave those they visited bags of candy
and cards they had colored or in which
they had written notes. While letting those
they visited know they were cared for
and thought about, the children — to the
delight of the senior adults they visited —
showed off their costumes.

T

he Meadows Baptist Church,
Glendale, held a celebration service
last fall after paying off their mortgage.
Founding member Ernestine Stover, whose
husband, Al, offered their personal assets
as collateral for the initial loan, had the
honor of burning the note.
Early in the pandemic, The Meadows
began holding worship services online, a
practice they continued when they began
meeting in person. Someone who had
never physically attended the church
heard through an online service about
the church’s goal to pay off the mortgage
several months early. That person sent a
check to cover the balance, Pastor David
Litzenberger said.
During the celebration service, several
members shared testimonies focused on
God’s faithfulness through the years. The
church then gathered for their first meal
together since the start of the pandemic.
The Meadows provides space for two
other congregations: Solution Church
International, an Arizona Southern Baptist
congregation comprised primarily of
refugees from Rwanda and Uganda, and
an independent Baptist church whose
city-owned meeting facility was closed due
to COVID-19.

NEW PASTORS
Dave Lewis, Cross Church, Cornville
Luke Larm, NPHX Church Paradise 		
Valley Campus, Phoenix
Donn Broeker, Grand Canyon, 			
Grand Canyon
Andrew Kabbani, Freedom Church, 		
Buckeye

NEW CHURCH STAFF

Cameron Ford, pastor of administration 		
and worship, First Southern, Phoenix
Ryan Peach, youth minister, Royal Palms,
Phoenix

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Robert Road Baptist Church, Prescott Valley, AZ ~ is now
accepting resumes for a Bivocational Pastor. We are looking
for a Southern Baptist pastor that has a vision for growth.
Resumes may be sent to rrbcpvaz@gmail.com or PO Box
25339, Prescott Valley, AZ 86312-5339.
Trinity Baptist Church in Casa Grande, AZ, is seeking two
staff members: a Worship Leader and a Youth Leader.
Email your resume to trinity@trinitycg.org and explore what
God can do through you as we work together! Questions:
520-836-2383.
Part Time Youth Ministry Intern, First Southern Baptist
Church of Buckeye. Email: office@fsbbuckeye.com. Call:
623-386-5614.
Financial Secretary – FSBC Phoenix. Computer skills,
experience using ACS People Suite/Financial Software,
manage accounts payable and payroll, prepare monthly
financial reports. Part-time, 24 hours/week. If interested,
contact bruceford@firstphx.org.
Westridge, Phoenix, has pews to give away. Must pick up,
cannot deliver. 19 pews 112 inches long, 8 pews 193 inches
long. Call Pastor Jimmie Woods, 520-955-0614, for more
information.
Classified ads are $25 each for up to 30 words and $1.00 for each
additional word, with a minimum charge of $25. Next available issue:
April-June 2022. Advertising deadline is March 11. Send written ads
to Portraits, 12801 N. 28th Dr., Ste. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85029 or email
advertising@azsbc.org. For further assistance, call 602-843-1030 or
800-687-2431.
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EVER.
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Southern Baptists E-Newsletter
today at azsbc.link/NewsSignup
or use your mobile device
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to sign up.
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on our homepage:
azsbc.org
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