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Baptists don’t change! 
 That is more than just the punchline of 
a joke about how many Baptists it takes to 

change a light bulb. The reason it is funny is that 
it hits so close to home. 
 Most of us don’t change easily or willingly. 
COVID-19 changed all that. We were forced to 
change. 
 As one pastor said, “It took us years to learn 
how to do worship the way we did, and we had 
to change it completely in two weeks!” Churches 
not only had to learn new ways to worship, but 
how to give, teach, pray, support and care for each 
other when we could not be together.
 2020 was like the famous journey of Lewis 
and Clark. They were commissioned by Thomas 
Jefferson to find a waterway to the west coast. 
 They followed the rivers until the water ran out 
and then came to the Rocky Mountains! They 
quickly realized that what had gotten them to 
that point would not take them the rest of the 
way. You can’t canoe over mountains! By trial and 
error, and with the help of indigenous peoples, 
they made their way to the Pacific Ocean. 
 In 2020, we were forced to reckon with the 
reality that what got us where we were would 
not take us where we need to go. And we are not 
there, yet. 
 In many ways, things will never be the same 
again, as much as we might want them to be. 
We are still learning and adjusting to life in 
a post-COVID world, but one thing is clear, 
there is a new normal, and there is no going 
back. 
 We are even changing the way we 
communicate with a new biweekly online 
e-newsletter that you can have delivered 
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On The COver:
For TC Mooney, who is planting Cross 
Church in Laveen, trying to launch a 
church during the pandemic in 2020 led 
to changes in strategy and new ways of 
connecting with the community. Mooney 
is pictured with wife Kodie and daughter 
Lynlee Jane.
Photo by Nancy Patton
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Celebrating Change?!

Like Arizona Southern 
Baptists on Facebook

Follow AZBaptists
on Twitter 

Follow azbaptists 
on Instagram

directly to your email inbox! (You can sign up to 
receive it at azsbc.org.)
 In the book of Acts, we see how God pushed 
the church outward through persecution 
to places it may not have gone otherwise. 
They resisted change just like we do. God 
uses circumstances like persecution and even 
pandemics to change us and accomplish His 
purposes. 
 Change is uncomfortable, disorienting, and 
even maddening at times, but we can celebrate 
change as we see how God is at work in our lives 
and our churches to accomplish the mission of 
making disciples of all peoples in Arizona and 
around the world!
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by KAren l.  WIllOughby

om Brown, 88, chose to be baptized 
at Calvary Baptist Church in 2020 
despite mobility issues and trouble 
breathing.
 Travis Johnson, 30, chose to 
be baptized in 2020 despite good 
health, having a good wife and job, 
and a life unchurched people might 
say didn’t need God. 
 Zayah Loya, 9, chose to be 
baptized in 2020, along with 13 

other 4th graders, and their teacher at the church’s 
K-8 school, Calvary Christian Academy, and two 
strangers who heard the message of God’s love 
proclaimed on the shores of Lake Havasu.
 These are some of the 236 baptisms at Calvary, 
Lake Havasu City, during 2020, a record for the 

church that has baptized about 150 people each 
year for the last six years. That total includes 22 
from Calvary’s church plant in Parker, 30 miles 
south, which started in 2019. 
 About 70 were baptized during the 20 weeks 
in 2020 that the church was not able to meet in 
groups larger than 10. Pre-COVID,  2,200 people 
worshipped there. 
 “The mission of Christ doesn’t get shut down,” 
Senior Pastor Chad Garrison says. “It doesn’t 
mean the power of God is any less, even though 
the church building is shut down.”
 Church leaders realized about four weeks into 
the shutdown the number of people wanting to 

T
Calvary Havasu breaks 

baptism reCord in 
2020 despite Covid

Calvary Senior Pastor Chad Garrison (far left) and Executive 

Pastor Chet Anderson (far right) baptize a couple in Lake 

Havasu.
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be baptized was more than usual. Garrison attributed 
the number to a snowball effect that started with God’s 
blessing, church services including baptisms being 
livestreamed, and leaders calling church members to 
keep a close connection with Calvary. 
 “We told people even though we stopped meeting on 
the physical campus in March, if you want to be baptized 
during the week, if you want to profess Jesus publicly, 
we’ll do it anywhere there’s water and witnesses,” 
Garrison says.
 Intentionality is a hallmark of Calvary’s missional 
strategy.
 “We make the mission of Christ the most important 
thing we do,” Garrison says. “We make decisions and 
spend money to reach people with the gospel. It has to be 
the priority.”
 When church leaders called members during the 
shutdown to maintain the church’s connection with them, 
they asked about their spiritual health and prayed with 
them. If they indicated a desire to be baptized, they were 
asked, “When?”
 Calvary Havasu usually hosts a summer baptism in the 
lake. In 2020, 47 were baptized that day.
 “Someone who missed it asked if we could do 
another,” Garrison says. “When we did, we baptized 
another 20 or so. When we met again in the fall, we 
were preaching through Acts, and we did a call for 
spontaneous baptisms. It was the weekend we were 

talking about Philip meeting the Ethiopian, and another 
37 people responded.
 “The [number of] baptisms resulted from a combina-
tion of us leaning into our ongoing focus on mission and 
making it convenient for people to follow through with 
their desire to be baptized,” the pastor says.
 Both Havasu and Parker campuses major on being out 
in and serving the community as ways to remind people 
of the importance of God in their lives.
 “In America today, nobody is interested in what we 
have to say,” Garrison says. “We have to earn the right to 
be heard, to serve people without an agenda.”

“We make the mission 
of Christ the most 

important thing We do. 
We make deCisions and 
spend money to reaCh 
people With the gospel. 

it has to be the priority.”
ChAd gArrISOn 

At the beginning of Calvary’s baptism service at Lake Havasu, Chet 

Anderson, executive pastor, prays over the candidates for baptism. 

In 2020, Calvary in Lake Havasu City and Calvary, Parker, together 

baptized a record 236 people.



 Calvary in both locations has become known because 
of this long-standing focus on being the church out in 
the community. This includes an annual car show that 
draws 200 or more specialized vehicles, participating in 
the town’s Main Street event each Halloween, a major 
community outreach every quarter and more frequent 
activities by the church’s 70 life groups.
 Missions activities outside its community, such as on 
Arizona reservations and in Honduras and Mozambique, 
are additional ways Calvary spreads the message of 
God’s unconditional love worldwide. 
 So, too, is 10 percent of the church’s undesignated 
offerings being allocated for the Cooperative Program, 
Southern Baptists’ method for working together to fund 

missions and ministries. Calvary leads Arizona in CP 
giving. 
 “You can’t outgive God,” Garrison says. “We feel if 
we’re generous and if we encourage our people to be 
generous, God’s going to bless us as well, and He has.”

Karen L. Willoughby is a national correspondent for 

Baptist Press and a freelance writer for Portraits.

In 2017, messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting 
in Phoenix adopted a resolution 

concerning collegiate ministry. They 
recognized the tremendous gospel 
opportunity on college campuses across 
America.
 To make the most of this opportunity, 
Southern Baptists were urged to devote 
prayer, strategy and investment in 
evangelistic and discipleship endeavors. 
This emphasis would go a long way to 
strengthen existing works and increase 
the connection between campus 
ministries and the local church.
 In Arizona, this is being fulfilled. 
In fact, the mission of Arizona Southern 
Baptists is to “work together to make 
disciples of all peoples in Arizona 
and around the world.” The vision of 
Christian Challenge, Arizona Southern 

Baptists’ collegiate ministry, is to 
“endeavor to partner with local churches 
to advance God’s kingdom on every 
college campus in Arizona.” 
 Arizona Southern Baptists are already 
on the front line of collegiate ministry 
every day. Christian Challenge is 
currently partnering with local churches 
to reach students on 17 college campuses. 
With more than 50 college campuses in 
our state, there is still much work to be 
done. 
 The mission God has given us is to 
engage college students with the gospel, 
develop disciples of Jesus Christ and 
mobilize servant-leaders for the church. 
More than 30 full-time, part-time and 
volunteer campus missionaries are 
serving daily to accomplish this critical 
mission.
 We are grateful for the Cooperative 

Program and Arizona Mission Offering 
support that enable us to minister 
and pursue this vision. Without the 
generosity of Arizona Southern Baptists, 
our task would be nearly impossible. 
 Our future lies in the next generation, 
and Christian Challenge is striving to 
share the gospel, grow disciples and train 
leaders among them.
 If a next step for your church is 
reaching a campus near you, contact 
me at marc@challengeaz.com, and let’s 
explore how we can do it together. 

partnering to reach 
college students

Partners oN ThE JourNEY

by marC hill
State Director, 
Christian Challenge
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• What are ways you can reach out to those in your 
community to help them know your church cares?

• Pray about the possibility of your church offering a public, 
group baptism.

• Organize groups in your church to plan and conduct special 
projects in the community so that people will know your 
church cares.

• Pray about giving more to see more people come to know 
God’s love.

• Learn more about the Cooperative Program at azsbc.org/
the-cooperative-program/.

NEXT STEPS 

StorieS of life change 
Read more about Tom Brown, Travis Johnson, 

the 4th-grade class from Calvary Christian 

Academy and others as they share their 

testimonies at azsbc.org/portraits/.
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avondale 
baptist ChurCh 

Celebrates, 
embraCes 
Change

s churches 
regrouped 
after the 
onset of 

COVID-19 in February 
2020, they found ways 
to do things differently. 
Now, a year later, 
Avondale Baptist 
Church says they have 
much to celebrate.
 “We saw a lot of 
good things happen,” 
says Avondale Pastor 
Jack Marslender. “Our 
people responded to the 
call to change the way 
we do church. Change 
is not always welcomed 
in a Baptist church,” he 
adds with a smile.
	 At	first,	the	church	discontinued	services	and	began	
an online approach to worship services, prayer meetings 

and church-sponsored 
activities. Although 
prayer meeting 
more than doubled 
in attendance, not 
everything lent itself to 
an online solution.
    “We’re not doing 
everything we used to 
do,” Marslender says. 
“We couldn’t continue 
our basketball program, 
IHELP ministry [to the 
homeless] or Mission 
of Mercy [medical 
clinic], to name a few, 
and we’ve adjusted to 
COVID guidelines in 
other ministries, like 
our parenting resource 

center, making it a no-contact operation.”
    The day did come when the church reopened for 
church services and Sunday School, where social 

The Master’s Class, led by Greg Daniels, is one of several adult Sunday School 
classes that meet at 9 a.m. Sundays at Avondale Baptist Church. Masks and social 
distancing are required. Opposite page, from top, Mary Kaye Wonner and Pastor 
Jack Marslender lead the Monday senior adult service; Marslender records the 
online service on Thursday; and Marslender preaches to a socially distanced and 
masked congregation in one of three services on Sunday morning.

a
By DeBorah LeuthoLD

Photos By Lorissa MarsLenDer
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distancing is practiced and members are asked to wear 
masks. 
 “We shortened the services to 45 minutes, including 
doing a no-contact Lord’s Supper,” Marslender says. 
“We also closed off every other pew in the sanctuary and 
each is sanitized between services.”
 They also offer Zoom gatherings for men’s and 
women’s Bible studies.
 A 10 a.m. Monday senior adults service is for those 
who want to come to church but are not comfortable in 
crowds.
	 “It	is	one	of	five	worship	services	we	offer	each	
week,” Marslender says. “We have three services on 
Sunday, and we tape the online service Thursdays. One 
of the Sunday services is also livestreamed.”
 Long-time member Bessie Mae Backer, 86, says she is 
not the only one happy for the Monday service.
 “It means so much to the older people to know the 
pastor and staff care enough about us to have this 
service,” Backer says. “For some, this is the only place 
they go during the week. Many do not have families 
involved in their lives, and they need the fellowship.”
 Backer is also pleased with the music.
 “It’s all hymns, and we sing them in a key low enough 
for all of us,” she says with a laugh.
 But that isn’t the only change in worship, led by Mary 

Kaye Wonner, minister of worship and women’s ministry 
leader. 
 “With COVID, we could no longer have the choir on 
stage,” she says. “The praise team is small enough to 
maintain social distancing. The team is faithful to lead in 
four of the services.”
 The women’s and men’s Bible studies have also 
adjusted to Zoom meetings rather than meeting in 
person, and an unexpected thing happened. 
 “Zoom has allowed us to expand our reach to other 
churches in Arizona and beyond,” Wonner says. “It is 
something we never envisioned … but God! We have 
people joining us from places like Germany and the 
Dominican Republic.”
 Another adjustment was made this year for the annual 
bake sale and chili contest to support the benevolence 
fund. The pastor and chairman of the deacons had a 
friendly competition during February to see who could 
raise the most money. The loser, who was Marslender, 
had to sing a solo in church. 
 “We also don’t hand out bulletins or pass the plate,” 
Marslender says. We have a QR code on the back of 
pews for people to access the bulletin on their cell 

The Avondale Baptist Church praise team leads in worship for the 
online service, which is recorded on Thursday afternoons.
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• What changes could be made in your church that would 
further the gospel? 

• Pray and ask God to show you collectively what could be 
improved. 

• Welcome the challenges God puts in the path of your 
church. See them as opportunities, rather than negatives, 
to see him work everything for his good pleasure and will.

• Pray for unity in making those changes.

NEXT STEPS 

100% of your gifts 
support North American 
missionariesAnnie Armstrong Easter Offering® is a registered trademark of WMU®

AnnieArmstrong.com

& Family Ministries  
providing hope & care

(800) 678-0648 | MNPVABCSministries

PROVIDING
HOPE & CARE
ACROSS ARIZONA

Learn more at abcs.org

Show Low

Flagstaff

Yuma

Phoenix

Tucson

phones, and all giving is now online. It’s been a blessing 
to see our members maintain their giving. Many were 
already giving online, and others have joined.”  
 Members say they look forward to a time when the 
church can get back to things pre-COVID, but that 
doesn’t mean everything will be business as usual.
 Both Marslender and Wonner agree, God showed them 
new ways to do things, and everyone came together in 
one accord. Only God could have accomplished that!

Deborah Leuthold, a freelance writer living in Litchfield 

Park, is a member of Avondale Baptist Church.

 Lorissa Marslender is a member of Avondale Baptist 

Church and is living in Litchfield Park.
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ross Church in Laveen 
is a new extension of 
Cross Church, whose 
main campus is in 
Surprise, and like many 
other organizations, it 
had difficulties during 

the start of the pandemic. Only Cross Church Laveen 
was fighting an even tougher battle: it hadn’t opened 
yet. 
 Regardless of the dire-looking circumstances, 
Laveen Pastor TC Mooney didn’t let it faze him. He 
and the church adapted and launched a new plant in 
a time when everyone was struggling. 
 Since then, they’ve celebrated their surprising 
success and used it to fuel hope for the coming 
months. 
 Cross Church and Mooney were able to make 
connections in their community by using a new 
strategy. They began to film services for online use, 
added some worship time and did online promotion to 
get things going. The following of people tuning in to 
watch from YouTube and Facebook was small at first.
 “We started small digital gatherings, called digital 
desserts, and connected with a handful of people,” 
Mooney says.

 However, they saw longer sermons and services 
didn’t get a lot of play, so they shortened them to 
increase engagement. The result was videos with one 
song and a short message.
 They began to make even shorter videos, around 
three to five minutes long, to reach a larger audience 
in the youth community. The videos proved effective 
in getting the church name out into the community 
and making connections.
 “We recognize names, and the cool thing is some 
of those people reached out to us asking, ‘Hey, can 
you pray with us?’” Mooney says. “We have done food 
events in the community, and people on Facebook 
reach out and ask, ‘When’s the next one?’ When 

C

ChurCh 
plant sees 
pandemiC as 
opportunity
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Cross Church, Laveen, Pastor TC Mooney, opposite page and 
at right, above, talks to Cross Church, Phoenix, Pastor Andrew 
Bailey.

B y  T r o y  H i l l   |   P H o T o s  B y  N a N c y  PaT T o N
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we have another one, we let them know. Now we have a food 
pantry.”
 People have also reached out to the church through other 
social media, which has given the church opportunities to 
share the gospel and God’s love.
 Cross Church also celebrated their first baptism. The 
Mooneys shared the gospel with their insurance agent, and 
she accepted Christ as her Savior. She was baptized a few 

weeks later and has been involved with the church since.
 Mooney and the leaders at Cross Church Surprise were 
planning to meet in March 2020 to discuss a new location for 
Cross Church Laveen, but when the shutdown occurred, the 
plans were put on hold. 
 In June, when it appeared things were going to reopen, 
Mooney was eager to pick up where they had left off, and they 
managed to quickly launch the plant with success. The doors 
opened to many visitors. 
 The future of Cross Church Laveen seemed bright … but the 
virus made its return and the church had to change plans. 
 But Mooney didn’t see it as a setback — he saw it as an 
opportunity.
 “There are going to be a lot of people looking and starving for 
a relationship,” he recalls saying. “And so, if we do the work now 
to help them recognize the type of church we are, then hopefully 
that’s where they start coming to engage and make relationships.” 
 Mooney says the biggest way they like to celebrate what’s 
happened is by focusing on what God’s going to do in the future.
 “COVID changed our strategies and changed our plans, but if 
God did it before, we know He’ll do it again,” the Laveen pastor 
says. “That’s how we get ready for what God’s going do.”

Troy Hill, a student at Arizona State University’s Walter 

Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication,  

is a member of Mercy Hill Church in Phoenix.

 Nancy Patton, a freelance photographer living in Peoria, 

is a member of Mountain Ridge Baptist Church, Glendale.

• How much of a presence does your church have on social 
media? 

 —  Think about posting short videos with spiritual   
  encouragement. 
 —  Start a blog discussing how the pandemic has   
  affected you or those you know and how challenges  
  have been met. 
 —  Take a critical look at the church website and share  
  suggestions of what could be improved or added to  
  interest more people.
• How can your church adapt to meet challenges in order to 

reach people not currently being reached?
• Pray, seeking God’s wisdom in how to overcome 

challenges and to be encouraged.
• Learn how your church or you as an individual can be 

involved in church planting by contacting Monty Patton, 
Send Network Arizona director, at mpatton@namb.net or 
Jesse Powell, Send Phoenix missionary, at jpowell@namb.
net. Go to namb.net/send-network/send-city/phoenix/ for 
more about Send Phoenix, which includes the I-10 corridor 
from Phoenix to Tucson.

NEXT STEPS 

TC Mooney, pictured with wife Kodie and daughter Lynlee Jane, is 
planting Cross Church in Laveen.
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July 15-17, 2021 Loews Ventana Canyon Resort • Tucson

Comedian
Bob Smiley

Special Guests
Ed & Kathy Litton 



ou might think that months of meeting as a 

virtual small group would cause Zoom fatigue, 

but that hasn’t been Aaron and Melissa Posey’s 

experience — cats crossing keyboards keep things 

interesting. 

    That’s just what doing life together looks like 

these days. 

 The Poseys lead an online small group at Enchanted Hills 

Baptist Church in Tucson. Theirs is one of 10 virtual small 

groups that started when COVID-19 made Sunday School 

classes instantly unworkable in the spring of 2020. 

 That was a change Senior Pastor Aaron Petre had wanted 

to see prior to the pandemic to improve discipleship at the 

church. Shortly after becoming the church’s pastor in October 

2019, Petre had begun ReFocus, a church revitalization process 

hosted by the Arizona Southern Baptist Convention to help 

churches identify strengths, weaknesses and a vision for the 

future. 

 “As they assessed their current reality, they sensed a need 

to make a shift,” says Keith Durham, the convention’s church 

health facilitator. “COVID gave them an opportunity to take a 

step into that shift. It was an opportunity to try something that 

otherwise might have created major waves in their church.”  

 Following the physical closure of Enchanted Hills, Petre 

ChurCh finds
PandemiC is Catalyst for

virtual small grouPs

When COVID-19 shut down everything, Enchanted Hills Baptist Church 
started small groups that met by Zoom, including one led by Melissa and 
Aaron Posey, opposite page, top right. Now, some groups meet in person 
socially distanced, including a young adult small group led by Worship 
Pastor Jason Boley, above, and a Spanish small group, top of page, led by 
Associate Pastor David Lamadrid.

y B y  J o h a n n a  W i L L e t t
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ChurCh finds
PandemiC is Catalyst for

virtual small grouPs

• To learn more about ReFocus and other church 
revitalization processes, visit azsbc.org/church-
revitalization, or contact Keith Durham at kdurham@
azsbc.org. 

• During the pandemic, Enchanted Hills received financial 
support via a grant from the helping Churches in Crisis 
Fund, the focus of the 2020 Arizona Mission offering. To 
give toward the Arizona Mission offering to help other 
churches and ministries in our state, visit azsbc.org. 

• Pray for the pastors and leaders at your church as they 
continue to navigate the effects of the pandemic.  

NEXT STEPS 

knew they needed to provide people a way to stay connected 

and grow spiritually. Online small groups seemed like the 

answer. 

 Unlike Wednesday night Bible study and Sunday School 

classes of old, these groups would be intimate, flexible and led 

by conversation, deciding what to study and when. This was a 

significant departure from the church’s previous model, which, 

with classes for senior adults, teens, Spanish speakers and 

young adults, did not serve a sizable population at the church. 

 “This has allowed us to make ministry more personal,” Petre 

says. “Before, it was lecture-style with someone standing up 

and teaching. When we trained our small group leaders, the 

focus was to encourage conversation.” 

 In the beginning, he estimates roughly 90 percent of the 

church was involved in a small group.

 The Poseys have attended Enchanted Hills for more than 

12 years, but leading a small group, even virtually, has helped 

them build more personal relationships. 

 “That’s the big thing that has impacted us, being more 

intimate with the people in our groups,” Melissa Posey says. 

 Their group has met throughout the twists and turns of the 

pandemic. Over the summer, when one group member was 

sick with COVID-19, her swamp cooler broke. Because the 

Poseys had stayed connected through their group, Aaron Posey 

was able to go and fix the swamp cooler. 

 “I have seen people who were not involved before in the old 

model are now engaged, whether it’s coming to the service 

more often or watching online more often,” Petre says. “When 

I touch base with small group leaders, now we know what’s 

going on in their lives, whereas before, we didn’t.”

 Just before the pandemic, about 80 people attended service 

on a Sunday morning. Petre says that number has dropped 

to around 50, split between online and in-person services. 

And yes, Zoom fatigue has caused some to stop attending 

small groups. But Petre says that overall, attendance is still 

significantly higher than it was for Sunday School and 

Wednesday night Bible study. 

 Ultimately, the goal was to create discipleship options for 

everyone, all week long. 

 “God is moving,” Petre says. “He hasn’t stopped moving 

because of COVID. He is just moving in different ways.” 

Johanna Willett, a freelance writer living in Tucson, is a 

member of Mountain View Baptist Church, Tucson.
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s believers, it is not a matter of if we are 
called to serve the kingdom of God but 

rather how. This understanding of calling 
is one Christian Challenge missionaries 

Scott and Amy Winter have always 
embodied. 

      Though God’s path of obedience is not easy, it is always fruitful. 
Convicted to serve as full-time missionaries at South Mountain 
Community College, they knew it was not only an act of obedience 
but a call that would flourish. 

 The Winters were first approached to mentor Christian 
Challenge missionaries by table outreach on campus. They started 
by creating awareness of their Bible study and meeting students at 
the South Mountain campus. Working full time, Scott took every 
vacation day available to be present. 
 “The need was greater than tabling,” Scott says. “Students actually 
wanted to be discipled.”
 It quickly became apparent that the need for a Christian presence 
at South Mountain was great.
 “We began praying and asking what it would look like if we 

By ElliE WENdT
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path to fruitful 
ministry is through

obedienCe

a



did this full time,” Scott says. “It was laying on our hearts pretty 
heavily.”
 The decision to walk away from the security of their careers to 
give selflessly to a campus ministry without a foundation and to 
put God’s desires before their own was daunting. 
 “It was not only submitting to God the task but submitting to 
God our lives,” Scott says. “It was a big deal to walk away from a 
career in its prime. But my issue was putting too much confidence 
in my abilities instead of putting my trust in God.” 
 It was a warm morning in May 2020 when their path 
became clear. Scott and Amy had been invited to a missionary 
training provided by Christian Challenge. With the question 
of commitment still on his mind, Scott hesitantly made for the 
door to attend the training. He was stopped by his 11-year-old 
daughter. 
 “I asked my daughter, ‘What do you think of daddy becoming 
a missionary?’ She said, ‘What does God want you to do?’” Scott 
recalls.
 As a father and driven businessman, Scott questioned whether 
he would be able to provide for his family while committing his 
life to full-time ministry. 
 “I did not know how this was going to work,” he says. “[But 
my daughter said] ‘Daddy, God’s taken care of us our whole lives. 
What makes you think if you’re doing His work that He’s not 
going to take care of you?’”
 It was then their path became clear — God would provide. 
With that, the Winters launched headfirst into full-time ministry. 
They began by meeting students. When the pandemic only 
permitted online learning, the Winters opened their home to 
students to meet for discipleship and Bible studies. 

 “We had tried so many things,” Amy says. “It was working 
but not flourishing because we were doing it our way. When we 
submitted to God, it just grew and grew.” 
 They partnered with their local church, Laveen Baptist Church, 
where they are members. They were met with a congregation 
that fully embraced their work and invested in the lives of their 
students.
 “To have that personal relationship with the pastor is awesome,” 
says Adrian Cruz, a student leader in Christian Challenge. 
 For Cruz, becoming a member of Laveen Baptist was one 

of many ways he plugged into the ministry. Having not only a 
campus community but a local church who encouraged and 
spiritually fed Cruz and his peers opened his eyes to the essence of 
fruitful ministry.
 Great change for God’s kingdom often comes in small steps 
of obedience. For Scott and Amy Winter, it started with the 
willingness to meet the needs of individuals, to make a lasting 
impact in the hearts and lives of students at South Mountain 
Community College. 
 Like the Who’s Your One evangelistic emphasis that challenges 
believers to pray for and share the gospel with one person, Amy 
invites people to take a step.
 “Get to know your one,” she says. “Invest in a college student or 
other people.”
 God will be glorified through your obedience.

Ellie Wendt is a senior at Arizona State University’s Walter 

Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Communication 

and an apprentice with Christian Challenge.

Scott and Amy Winter lead a Christian Challenge Bible study in 
their home. Below left, students start their night with a game of Uno. 
Opposite page, a student shares a Bible passage with a friend.
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NEXT STEPS
• As believers walking in faith, who is your one? Are you 

investing in the advancement of God’s kingdom through 
small steps of obedience? This can look like inviting a 
student into a discipleship relationship. It can be stepping 
up to volunteer at a college ministry table outreach. 

• Encourage members of your church to get involved. 
offer students living on campus rides to church. Take 
the initiative to introduce members to young adults and 
develop relationships within the church. 

• Pray for the ministry of Christian Challenge. Pray that 
students will be receptive to the gospel and bold in 
seeking community. Pray for gospel conversations in 
classrooms and in the dorms. Pray that God will raise up 
strong student leaders. 

• Learn more about Christian Challenge at challengeaz.
com.
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n January 2019, Central Association of Southern 
Baptists reinvented itself as Thrive Baptist Network. 
That was the beginning of a radical turnaround 
affecting more than 70 churches in the greater Phoenix 
area.
     A major milestone was the reorganization of 
leadership. Instead of a single full-time person bearing 

the weight of the entire network, responsibilities were divided 
among five part-time positions: Executive Director Jackie Allen, 
lead pastor of Cross Church, Surprise, and four associate directors: 
pastors Brian Bowman, Jeremiah Semmler, Charles Scheffe and 
Steve Hayes.
  “At that time, debt was keeping the association from moving 
forward,” Allen says. “But we have a tremendous story of financial 
recovery. Over the last two years, we’ve made some hard decisions.”
 The network sold several properties originally purchased for 
church sites and then paid its debt in full. 
 “We were able to increase our cash resources from $800 to more 
than $70,000,” Allen says. 
 Now, the network can start investing those funds into the 
ministry, he says.
 “Throughout the time of financial hardship, the network 
successfully fulfilled every request for assistance, due largely to the 

part-time status of staff members,” Allen says. “We expect to say yes 
to bigger requests in the future.”
 While Allen provides primary oversight, the associate directors 
each focus on pastors and lay leaders of churches within their 
geographic area — affectionately known as “Tribes.” 
 The team believes healthy, thriving pastors, over time, will lead 
to healthy, thriving churches. Their goal is to connect pastors for 
the purpose of encouragement and support, reassuring pastors 
they are not alone in the ministry. 
 The five principles of the Thrive leadership model are 
connecting as leaders, developing leaders, partnering in outreach, 
multiplying churches and embracing unity.
 Through partnership with the North American Mission Board, 
the network has developed specific ways to engage leaders. Besides 
individual Tribe gatherings, the network conducts “First Mondays” 
leadership roundtables for lead pastors and church planters.  
 “We want camaraderie with other pastors,” Allen says, “learning 
best practices from guys who are getting it done in our city, church 

i Thrive Network Executive Director Jackie Allen (center) and Jeremiah 
Semmler (left), an associate director, talk with another pastor. 
Opposite page, Steve Hayes (left), a Thrive Network associate director, 
attends a network gathering with fellow pastors.

thrive baptist 
netWork 

plants ChurChes, 
groWs pastors

By irENE a. HarklEroad
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planting, evangelistic efforts of our local churches, anything that 
would make Jesus known. Everything counts.”
 Also, more than 50 lay leaders gather on “Second Mondays” for the 
Thrive Residency Leadership Development Program. Here, they learn 
intentional steps to cultivate skills to better serve their congregations 
and communities. 
 Thrive Network offers additional pastor-affirming services 
including one-on-one phone calls, confidential personal and marital 
counseling, and pastoral retreats.
 The network also partnered with Asante Church and Redemption 
Road Church, which launched in the West Valley in December 2020. 
 Not surprisingly, the network has already developed its next steps.
•	 Leaders	are	in	the	process	of	identifying	a	location	for	the	

next major church plant. When that is determined, they will 
begin seeking a church planter. 

•	 Every	five	years,	the	network	will	plant	a	“shade	tree”	church,	
a multiplying church that will grow and provide protection 
and provision for another church plant.

•	 The	network	is	willing	to	partner	with	the	next	qualified	
person who comes to the Valley and wants to plant a church 
in the network. 

 “It’s a work in progress,” Allen says. “We’re certainly not where 
we’re going to be, but we’re taking those intentional steps along the 
way to get to what’s next.”

Irene A. Harkleroad, a freelance writer living in Carefree, is a 

member of Black Mountain Baptist Church, Cave Creek.

NEXT STEPS
• Learn about your association and how you and your 

church can be involved.
• Find out about leadership opportunities in your 

association and help determine next steps.
• Learn more about Thrive Baptist Network at 

thrivebaptistnetwork.com. Find contact information and 
links to Arizona Southern Baptists’ other associations here: 
azsbc.org/associations/. 

Top 25 Per Capita In Cooperative Program Giving
First Baptist, Fountain Hills 699.07
Immanuel, Yuma 656.43
First Baptist, Alpine 520.29
Twin Butte, Phoenix 422.85
First Baptist, Chandler 396.58
Green Valley, Green Valley 391.96
Emmanuel, Sun CIty 369.33
First Baptist, Sun City West 361.95
First Chinese, Phoenix 345.97
Sabino Road, Tucson 345.44
Camp Verde, Camp Verde 343.28
Robert Road, Prescott Valley 332.54
First Baptist, Sun Lakes 323.38
McQueen Road, Chandler 310.71
Royal Palms, Phoenix 294.90
Campus Community, Tucson 285.71
First Southern, Prescott Valley 283.25
Desert Sky, Casa Grande 282.90
Trinity, Casa Grande 282.50
First Baptist, Sun City 253.80
Morningside, Yuma 240.48
First Baptist, San Manuel 238.50
Corona, Chandler 228.67
First Baptist, Sierra Vista 225.30
First Baptist, Winslow 225.20

WORKING TOGETHER
As Arizona
Southern Baptists,
we fund our work
together in our
state, the nation
and around the
world by our
churches giving
through the
Cooperative
Program. Here
are the top 25
churches in total
giving and in
giving per capita
for 2020.

Top 25 in Cooperative Program Giving
Calvary, Lake Havasu City 291,545.31
First Baptist, Chandler 147,926.19
North Phoenix, Phoenix 99,999.96
Avondale, Avondale 86,233.38
Green Valley, Green Valley 80,744.47
First Baptist, Fountain Hills 72,702.80
Willow Hills, Prescott 72,359.36
First Southern, Glendale 70,644.03
Heart Cry, Queen Creek 68,556.75
First Baptist, Sun City West 68,408.05
First Chinese, Phoenix 66,427.10
Foothills, Phoenix 60,000.00
Gateway, Gilbert 58,282.42
First Baptist, Sun Lakes 55,945.08
First Southern, Tucson 54,898.38
Trinity, Casa Grande 54,522.00
Brown Road, Mesa 53,504.10
Sabino Road, Tucson 51,471.05
Mountain View, Tucson 49,783.89
First Baptist, Sun City 48,729.82
Cross Church, Surprise 46,277.66
Village Meadows, Sierra Vista 45,128.24
HiWay, Mesa 44,953.45
Royal Palms, Phoenix 43,939.69
Grand Community, Surprise 34,681.63

thrive baptist 
netWork 

plants ChurChes, 
groWs pastors
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b y  f r A N c i N e  b i e r e

life disruptions
prove positive
for gateWay

Melanie Daniels attends a Gateway Seminary 
class from her home in South Carolina. 
Opposite page, Jim Green says he appreciates 
Gateway’s remote access classes.
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hile necessity may be the mother 
of invention, God knows the 

need before it appears. And 
He will use any circumstance to 

reach others with His truth, as He 
did for Gateway Seminary. When 

COVID-19 burst onto the scene, 
Gateway already had a system in place to offer remote distance 
learning. 
 “Gateway is providing three modes of delivery: face-to-face, 
online and remote access, which is online in real-time with a live 
class where students can interact with the teacher and the students,” 
says Dallas Bivins, director of the Arizona Campus and professor 
of ministry leadership. “Now, 75 to 80% of classes are offered with 
remote access.”
 Gateway Seminary’s distance learning is also meeting the needs 
of students who are faced with challenges beyond the pandemic. 
Whether it’s health issues, travel challenges or sudden moves out 
of state, remote access classes are providing learning opportunities 
around the state and across the country.
 Jim Green, a student and pastor of Morristown Christian 
Fellowship near Wickenburg, appreciates Gateway’s distance 
learning. 
 “They were really quick to get it going,” he says. “They didn’t 
hesitate to adjust to the circumstances. Because they were proactive 
and opened opportunities for people to do this, more students 
were able to take advantage of the program.” 
 For Green, it was the convenience of being able to stay home due 
to health issues and distance to campus. 
 “In some ways, distance learning is beneficial: there are fewer 
distractions, and I can focus on the professor and what he is 
saying,” he says. 
 He tapes the class and, if he needs to review or stop because of 
physical limitations, he can do so. 
 “I would’ve been behind if I couldn’t have done this,” he says. 
“It’s been a real life-saver for me.”
 Conversely, there are challenges. 
 “I miss the interaction and chatting with students about the 
lecture during breaks and after class,” he says. “I can ask the 
professor questions and interact with him, but I can’t walk up to 
him and discuss things I might be struggling with.”
 Melanie Daniels was attending class in Phoenix until she moved 
to South Carolina. The remote access allowed her to remain a 
student early during the pandemic and after she moved. 
 “I could continue to attend classes safely during the pandemic,” 
she says. “I don’t have to leave home, which means I did not have to 
arrange for childcare.”
 But she still feels connected with the students and teachers. 
 “The professors are good about talking directly to the screen and 
including me in the conversation,” she says. “It is also possible for 
the professor to put online students into breakout sessions. That 
helps me feel included and interactive.
 “This is a great tool to be able to attend class no matter your 
situation,” she says. “If you have internet and a phone, computer or 
laptop, you can attend class from anywhere.”

 Daniels is attending class as an Arizona student. 
 “I had to move to South Carolina due to a life event, to be close 
to family,” she says. “Without distance learning, I would not have 
the ability to keep my status as an Arizona Campus student, which 
changes eligibility for scholarships. Also, after being with the same 
professors and staff for years, it was important to me to continue 
with them.”
 Gateway Seminary is using remote access to ensure the family 
culture the seminary has built through in-person classes continues. 
 “God uses disruptions in our lives to get our attention,” Bivins 
says. “We aren’t going to try and get back to where we were. We 
want to move forward and be more effective and relevant in 
providing education to Arizona.”

Francine Biere, a freelance writer living in Sierra Vista, is a 

member of Village Meadows Baptist Church.

W

NEXT STEPS
• Southern Baptists support Gateway Seminary through the 

Cooperative Program, whose purpose is to fund Southern 
Baptist Convention ministries by securing, coordinating and 
apportioning financial offerings from multiple churches. 
Find information about the Cooperative Program that you 
can share with your church at azsbc.org/the-cooperative-
program/.

• Gateway’s Arizona Campus offers these degrees: Master 
of Divinity, Master of Theological Studies, Master of 
Theological Essentials, Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.) and 
Diploma in Theology. The Arizona Campus also offers 
certificates in Bible teaching, children’s ministry, church 
revitalization, missions studies and pastoral care.

• Learn more about Gateway’s Arizona Campus at gs.edu/
about/locations/arizona-campus/.

• For those who feel God is calling them to seminary, contact 
Bivins at DallasBivins@gs.edu.

• Pray for the administration and faculty as they continue 
to meet the challenges of using innovative ways to teach 
God’s Word.
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By Johanna Willett

When COVID-19 canceled all 
things 2020, Keith Durham 
knew church revitalization 

could not be one of those things. 
 Yes, hosting the scheduled Revitalize 
West conference over a summer weekend 
was no longer plausible, but pastors still 
needed encouragement. So Durham, 
church health facilitator with the Arizona 
Southern Baptist Convention, decided to 
take the show on the road. 
 The gathering of about a dozen pastors 
at 22nd Street Baptist Church in Tucson 
on Friday, Feb. 26, represented one of 
the last stops for the traveling version of 
Revitalize West. 
 Over the course of several months, 
three speakers shared at regional work-
shops around the state, both in person 
and online.  
 That series concluded Feb. 25-27 
with Brian Croft, founder of Practical 
Shepherding and former senior pastor of 
Auburndale Baptist Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky, speaking about pastoring 
through church conflict. 
 “In the midst of conflict in the church, 
how do you continue to pastor and 
shepherd and love your people and be 
faithful to what God has called you?” 
Durham asked. 
 In addition to the Tucson stop, Croft 
also spoke at Calvary in Lake Havasu City, 

Oasis in Yuma and Black Mountain in 
Phoenix as part of Revitalize West. 
 During a presentation and Q&A time, 
Croft shared about his own experiences 
and how he learned to persist in the midst 
of church conflict. 
 “When adversaries come out of the 
shadows, it’s a sign to stay at the church, 
not leave,” he said during the Tucson 
presentation.
 Croft challenged pastors to a paradigm 
shift, sharing that in his experience, it 
took years before discord gave way to
the sweet relationships he now knows. 
And that required him to stick it out for 
years.  
 Often, adversaries mean God is at work, 
he said. Conflict, then, is to be expected. 
 “I think the workshops have allowed 

there to be more personal engagement 
with the pastors,” Durham said. “And 
each of these meetings take on a little 
bit different feel because they’re more 
localized.” 
 The previous workshops last fall — led 
in person by Rob Peters, founder and 
president of Corpus, and online by Matt 
Queen, an associate dean at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary — covered 
church culture, revitalization, evangelism 
and discipleship. 
 “I feel like the issues that are facing our 
churches and our pastors need attention 
on a regular basis,” Durham said. “Pastors 
and churches need to be encouraged 
to keep leaning into impacting their 
communities and moving forward in the 
Great Commission.” 

By Elizabeth Young

The pandemic that closed many 
churches for weeks in the spring 
and some again late in the year did 

not stop Arizona Southern Baptists from 
faithfully giving through the Cooperative 
Program in 2020.
 “It is amazing to see what God did in 
2020 through Arizona Southern Baptists 
giving to the Cooperative Program,” 
said David Johnson, Arizona Southern 
Baptist Convention executive director. 
“Our churches gave more in the midst 
of the COVID-19 pandemic than they 
did in 2019 and even more than we 

expected before we knew there would 
be a pandemic. And all of that was done 
while giving more than $220,000 to help 
churches in crisis!”
 Cooperative Program gifts last year 
totaled $3,580,215, which was $46,774, or 
1.3%, more than the 2019 amount. The 
2020 total was also $119,015 above the 
budget requirement of $3,461,200. It was 
the seventh straight year for an increase in 
giving through the Cooperative Program.
 “What a testimony to the faithfulness 
of God and the sacrifice and generosity of 
our churches!” Johnson said. “As a result, 
not one missionary or church planter had 
to leave the field for financial reasons, 

and we were able to continue supporting 
the work of our seminary, Arizona 
Baptist Children’s Services and Christian 
Challenge. 
 “Thank you, Arizona Southern 
Baptists,” he continued, “for what you 
gave to bring glory to God and further the 
work of making disciples of all peoples in 
Arizona and around the world!”

Helping Churches in Crisis
 In mid-April 2020, Johnson announced 
the 2020 Arizona Mission Offering would 
be dedicated to helping churches in 

See CP giving on page 23

How do you handle conflict in church?

2020 CP giving is reason to celebrate

Brian Croft (far left), 
founder of Practical 
Shepherding, and 
Keith Durham 
(second from right), 
AZSBC church health 
facilitator, visit with 
participants in a 
workshop in Tucson 
on pastoring through 
conflict. Photo by 
Johanna Willett
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How do you handle conflict in church?
The Southern Baptist Convention, 

churches and Christian organiza-
tions across the nation observed 

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday on Jan. 
17. Traditionally, the third Sunday in 
January marks this day of honoring life 
by recognizing that God has a plan and 
a purpose for everyone — from preborn 
children to aging adults — regardless of 
age, race, background or ability. 
 In preparation for this day, New Life 
Pregnancy Center hosted a Sanctity of 
Human Life Prayer Rally at the Phoenix 
office of Arizona Baptist Children’s 
Services & Family Ministries on Saturday, 
Jan. 16.
 The prayer rally was an opportunity to 
gather in person and online to honor God 
and pray in unity for the most vulner-
able in our society. Raquel Williams, state 
director of New Life Pregnancy Centers 
and the event emcee, shared a call to 

action at the start of the event: “As the 
body of Christ, we are called to speak up 
and to stand for those who cannot speak 
for themselves. We are thankful for your 
boldness in recognizing and defending the 
value of life.”
 The main speaker was Robby Lashua, 
pastor of Apologetics at Desert Springs 
Community Church, who gave a timely 
message on the value of human life and 
how we are all created in God’s image.  
 Guest speakers included Tami 
Abernethy, executive director and CEO 
of Hope Women’s Center; Garrett Riley, 
director of the Arizona Life Coalition; 
Mike Molina, assistant director of Arms 
of Love Foster Care in Maricopa County; 
Nancy Beeman, New Life Pregnancy 
Center volunteer; and Fernando Amaro, 
North American Mission Board church 
planting catalyst.
 The speakers represented different 

facets of the prolife community. Prayer 
topics included children and families 
in need of hope and care, healing after 
abortion, the prolife community and 
our nation, orphan care and vulnerable 
populations. Speakers led a time of prayer 
on their topics and then invited attendees 
to pray over prayer points individually.
 Many groups and organizations 
helped make this event a success. Event 
volunteers came from Relentless Church 
in Phoenix, Christian Challenge at 
Glendale Community College, Hillside 
Baptist Church in Phoenix and New Life 
Pregnancy Centers. Family Life Radio had 
a booth at the prayer rally and promoted 
it in advance.
 The Arizona Southern Baptist 
Convention, along with a few churches, 
also promoted the event on social media. 
 Did you miss the event? Visit @nlpcAZ 
on Facebook to watch the prayer rally.

crisis and grants would be provided to 
assist with building payments, utilities 
or ministry staff support. Rather than 
waiting for September, when the offering 
is usually taken, offering promotion 
began immediately, mainly through social 
media.
 A total of $222,622 was given to the 
Arizona Mission Offering for the new 
Helping Churches in Crisis Fund. This 
was $42,435, or 23.6%, more than had 
been given to the Arizona Mission 
Offering in 2019.
 During 2020, 34 grants were given to 
27 churches from the fund. With some 
churches still struggling because of the 
pandemic, the grant process is still open 
for churches that need assistance, and 
money is still available. See azsbc.org/
helping-churches-in-crisis/ for more 
information. Post-pandemic, the Helping 
Churches in Crisis Fund will be an 
ongoing resource for churches in need, 
Johnson said.

Centennial Vision Goal
 In 2020, another step was taken in 
reaching Arizona Southern Baptists’ 
Centennial Vision goal of giving 50% of 
Cooperative Program receipts to missions 
outside the state through the SBC by 2028.

Last year, 36% of the Cooperative Program
receipts  — up from 34% in 2019 — 
were forwarded to the Southern Baptist 
Executive Committee for distribution to 
national and international ministries. 
 In 2021, with an AZSBC Cooperative 
Program budget goal of $3,461,200 — 
the same as the previous year — the 
percentage increased to 36.5%. This year 
marks the seventh consecutive year for an 
increase, resulting in a total rise of 10.5 
percentage points.
 The Centennial Vision 2.0, adopted 
by Arizona Southern Baptists in 2017, 
states, “With a common commitment to 
Biblical authority and the Baptist Faith 
and Message (2000), we will glorify God 
by cultivating a culture of Missional 
Generosity.” This will be “demonstrated 
by giving faithfully to the Cooperative 
Program, enabling the AZSBC to give half 
of its proceeds to national and interna-
tional missions through the SBC” by 2028.

2020 Ends in the Black
 The AZSBC concluded the year with 
income of $4,397,666, including the 
AZSBC portion of Cooperative Program 
funds given by Arizona Southern Baptist 
churches, funds from the North American 
Mission Board and LifeWay Christian 

Resources, event fees and special gifts. 
And, with expenditures of $4,228,968, 
the state convention ended the year in the 
black by $168,698.
 In other year-end financial news, gifts 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for International Missions were $826,963, 
down $186,742 (18.1%) from 2019.
 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 
North American Missions gifts were 
$345,441, down $93,236 (21.2%) from 
2019. 
 This year, new resources are being 
introduced to help churches share the 
Cooperative Program story. 
 CP Stories, previously known as “52 
Sundays,” can be used during a worship 
service to tell a brief missionary story. 
The stories for upcoming Sundays, 
along with printable bulletin inserts and 
PowerPoint slides, are available at azsbc.
org/cp-stories/.
 Also, a “bonus” story about a mission-
ary directly related to Arizona Southern 
Baptists is being provided monthly at the 
same site.
 In addition, a number of new Coopera-
tive Program videos were released last 
year. They are available to download 
and share with your church at azsbc.org/
cp-videos/.

Sanctity of Human Life Prayer Rally

CP giving from page 22 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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By Noah Jaeger

About 165 college students gathered 
across Arizona to participate in 
Christian Challenge’s annual 

Surge discipleship retreat Feb. 19-20. 
Traditionally, the event is held at 
Emmanuel Pines Camp in Prescott; 
however, this year, Christian Challenge 
took a different approach. 
 For 2021, Surge was advertised as a 
virtual retreat that students could attend 
from either the safety of their homes or 
in person at multiple locations where 
campuses gathered. Students were 
required to adhere to CDC guidelines for 
the retreat. 
 “The planning team felt very strongly 
that we should provide some sort of Surge 
experience and not cancel completely, 
and I agreed,” said Marc Hill, Christian 
Challenge Arizona director. “Challenge 
students have been isolated from each 
other for so long now that they are 
chomping at the bit to do something 
together, even if it’s virtual.” 
 The event focused on the theme “Jesus 
Is Better.” Brian Arnold, president of 
Phoenix Seminary and keynote speaker 
for Surge, taught from the book of 
Hebrews to show students how Jesus is 
truly better than the other choices people 

devote themselves to, such as school, 
career and relationships. 
 “The purpose of the event was to give 
students a weekend where they could 
focus on what they are really investing 
their life into, and then challenge 
whether those things distract them from 
Jesus,” Trevor Bush, regional catalyst for 
Christian Challenge, said. “I think Surge 
accomplished that.”
 The first night of the retreat, Arnold 
explained how the entire Old Testament 
points to Jesus. Campuses then discussed 
what they learned and how the message 
applies to them. After discussion, 
Christian Challenge hosted their annual 
Lip Sync Battle virtually. Students could 
participate, vote, and cheer for partici-
pants across the state. 
 Various virtual and in-person activities 
were hosted around the state so students 
could participate in the Surge community 
regardless of their location. 
 Saturday, students participated in 
two additional sessions of teaching and 
discussion. Arnold continued to teach 
through Hebrews and highlight how Jesus 
is better than the earthly priorities we 
have in our lives. 
 During the day, a South African 
student at Central Arizona College’s 
Signal Peak campus was baptized. She 
became a Christian when she was young, 
but her family was opposed to her being 
baptized. Seeking Christian community, 
she met Steve Dokka, Christian Challenge 
campus missionary at CAC Signal Peak, 
and started attending their Christian 
Challenge gatherings. 
 After talking about baptism, Dokka 
and Tim Pruit, the partnering church 

pastor of Pinal County Cowboy Church, 
decided Surge would be an optimal time 
to celebrate her baptism. At Surge, in 
the outside baptistry, Pruit and Dokka 
baptized the student in the witness of her 
fellow students and church. 
 Christian Challenge also hosted a live 
Q&A session students could participate 
in. From all over Arizona, college students 
submitted multiple questions through 
the Discord community app. Arnold then 
answered the questions live so students 
could interact. 
 “Having a virtual messaging option 
helped students engage more transpar-
ently in the forum,” Bush said. “Students 
were willing to be more vulnerable 
because of the anonymous element to 
virtually asking them.”
 As Christian Challenge continues to 
experiment with hybrid models of min-
istry, the possibilities of reaching students 
with the gospel continues to expand.
 “We definitely need to provide an 
online option for our events going 
forward,” said Jeff Mashaw, Christian 
Challenge regional catalyst. “We had really 
good engagement for our interactive 
Question-and-Answer session. Providing 
a way for people to interact with the 
livestream content had a really exciting 
and positive outcome.”
 Though Surge 2021 would be a 
challenge for the COVID season, 
Christian Challenge rose to the occasion 
and provided a robust event to engage 
students with the gospel, develop disciples 
of Jesus Christ and mobilize servant 
leaders for the church.
 Learn more about Christian Challenge 
Arizona at challengeaz.com.

More news online
See these at azsbc.org/portraits/:
•	 Send Network Gathering, held 

March 17 at Christ Church, Gilbert
•	 “Who’s Your One?” Tour, held Jan. 

17-18 at North Phoenix Baptist 
Church

•	 Village Meadows Baptist Church, 
Sierra Vista, shares God’s love by 
cutting wood for the Navajo Nation

•	 IMB Missionaries Jim and Susan 
Oetter return to Arizona after third 
term in Mozambique

•	 Obituaries of Bob Mayfield, former 
AZSBC staff member; David 
Lee, pastor of Silver Lake Family 
Fellowship, Show Low; Jay George, 
pastor of Tucson Mountain Baptist 
Church, Tucson; Hobby Wiles, pastor 
of Robert Road Baptist Church, 
Prescott Valley; and Amos Coffey, 
retired AZSBC staff member

Surge focuses on ‘Jesus is Better’
Students from 
Christian Challenge 
chapters all over the 
West Valley discuss 
questions from session 
2 of Surge. The 
annual discipleship 
retreat was held 
virtually and at 
multiple locations 
due to the pandemic. 
Photo by Victoria 
White
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everyone loves a good box! 
 Think of all the great things 
you can put in a box — fun toys 

... cool rocks ... new puppies!
 And if the box is big enough, even 
your little brother ... smile! 
 Pastor Cody Deevers and the 
members of The Table Church know all 
about boxes. During COVID-19, they 
moved their church several times and 
those boxes really helped! That’s where 
our favorite pup comes into the story.
 Turner was visiting Pastor Cody’s family when he was recruited to 
help the church move to a new location. The school where they met 
closed because of the virus, and that meant the church had to find 
a new place to 
hold services. 
 Our pup was 
naturally more 
interested in 
spying in their 
boxes ... yep, 
looking for that 
beloved yellow 
tennis ball! But 
Turner is a good 
doggie, always 
willing to help 
... so he went to 
work. 

 Pastor Cody explained to the 
members about the big move. 
And that meant loading up boxes 
of equipment they would need 
each Sunday. Turner helped push 
the boxes out to the moving truck. 
Soon, they were traveling to the new location and unloading 
what they needed for the service. 
 Pastor Deevers explained to the people that it wouldn’t be 
long before they returned to their school location; however, there 
was something MORE important for them to remember. 
 “We want to stick together no matter where we go,” he said. 
“Keep bringing your friends and family, so whether at a school 
or a church, in a home community group, or even out on the 
sidewalk, we can keep telling others about Jesus!”
 Turner was impressed! God is EVERYWHERE and we can learn 
about Him ANYWHERE! 
 He was also pretty impressed with a particular box, because 
something yellow appeared to be rolling around in it.
 Could it be? 
 He just had to go see! 
 Well, in all the busyness of emptying boxes, our Labrador was 
completely forgotten. Then suddenly Pastor Deevers saw one 
box wiggling around. Carefully lifting the lid, there sat 
Turner with yellow cupcakes and icing all over his funny, 
furry face! 
 “Ruuufff,” which is doggie for “Don’t worry ... 
I’m just doing my part to help empty the boxes.” 
... Oh, Turner!

Can you 
  find it? 
    Think small!

Help
Turner

find His ball
Turner’s yellow ball 
has rolled away 
and is hiding in 
the pages of the 
magazine. 

By Lori Pruit 
Illustration by Edsel Arnold

turner and the box

Going to church has looked a little different 
recently, but one thing never changes 

... Jesus! Follow Him
EVERYWHERE — ANYWHERE!

Turner's  Tip of THe Tale

Read Jeremiah 23:23-24. Start 

with the center circle and draw lines to 

other circles to make sentences about 

God. We’ve done one for you. There are 

lots of possibilities ... find them all! 

Grab a box and draw a face 

that would make everyone feel 

welcomed to your church! 



We all love being encouraged 
by stories of God at work. For 
those of us who prefer reading 
in print, you’ll continue to receive 
Portraits at your home four times 
a year beginning with this issue. 

For those of us who prefer email, 
you can begin connecting with 
additional stories through our 
new E-Newsletter, mailed every 
other week.

In the E-Newsletter you’ll find:

•  Videos from AZSBC 
Executive Director David 
Johnson and AZSBC staff

•  Stories about God at work 
among Arizona Southern 
Baptists

•  Information about upcoming 
events

•  Important updates and news 

Sign up for the new 
AZSBC e-newSletter

Subscribe to the e-newsletter today at azsbc.link/newsSignup
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Cross Church, Phoenix, has 
established a community garden on 

a half-acre of vacant church land. The 
church is partnering with TigerMountain 
Foundation, a neighborhood revitalization 
nonprofit that aims to “empower people 
by building flourishing community 
gardens, providing job skills, support and 
workforce development.”
 Andrew Bailey, pastor of Cross Church, 
Phoenix, said the goals of the garden 
are community engagement, campus 
elegance and corporate evangelism — 
bringing people together as a front door 
to the church. People who don’t attend 
Cross Church have been helping with the 
monthly workdays.
 Currently, 12 large beds — half of 
what is planned — have been planted. 
Eventually, the church will sell plots to 
people in the community, extending 
the church’s reach even more into the 
community, Bailey said.
 Cross Church built a block wall next to 
the garden and partnered with an artist 
collective to paint a mural with the words 
“We Care” and the church’s cross logo.

The foster care ministry and student 
ministries at Cross Church, 

Surprise, teamed up March 10 to serve 
the community around Cross Church, 
Phoenix.
 Thirty-six volunteers gathered clothes, 
served lunch and gave away clothing, 
helping more than 100 people. Prior 
to the event, the foster care ministry 
alerted Arizona Baptist Children’s 
Services & Family Ministries and Christian 
Family Care so that foster families, as 
well as families in the community, could 
attend.

For the second academic year, Pinal 
County Cowboy Church, Casa 

Grande, is the premier sponsor for the 
Central Arizona College rodeo team. This 
allows the church to connect with the 
45-50 students on the team, give each 
The Cowboy Life New Testament and 
a brochure explaining why the church 
supports the team, and have signage  
and a table at events.
 When the team holds its home rodeo 
at the Casa Grande Rodeo Grounds, 
Pinal County Cowboy Church provides 
breakfast and holds a worship service 
where the gospel is shared, said Pastor 
Tim Pruit. While rodeo attendance was 
limited to athletes and their families this 

NEw PaSTorS
Justin Warren, First Southern, Florence
Jim Smith, First Southern Warren, Bisbee 
Curtis Fahrlender, First Baptist, Pinetop

NEw ChurCh STaff
Josh Harris, worship and arts pastor,   
 Heart Cry, Queen Creek
Jeremy Wiles, associate pastor, Avondale,  
 Avondale

faith in action Do you have a story of statewide interest about how your 
church or a group in your church is ministering to others? 

year because of COVID-19, the church 
still served breakfast to about 120 people, 
and most stayed for the worship service.
 As a thank you for the church’s 
sponsorship, the team gave Pruit a 
“Top Hand” buckle emblazoned with 
the Central Arizona College logo and 
the church’s name. Last year, as well as 
presenting a buckle, about 40 students 
rode up on horseback to say thank you 
after a church service.
 Pinal County Cowboy Church is also 
reaching college students by partnering 
with Christian Challenge at Central 
Arizona College’s Signal Peak Campus 
in Coolidge. In addition, Christian 
Challenge CAC Signal Peak receives 
support from Gila Valley Association, 
where Pruit is the associational mission 
strategist.

Trey Van Camp, church planter and 
pastor of Passion Creek Church, 

Queen Creek, was a missionary of 
the week in the prayer calendar in the 
February issue of Missions Mosaic, the 
lead publication of Woman’s Missionary 
Union, SBC. 
 Van Camp said he received hundreds 
of handwritten letters from all over the 
United States. “The letters were deeply 
encouraging and reminded me of how 
incredible SBC partnerships can be,” he 
said on Twitter.

Sixteen students from Christian 
Challenge at the University of 

Arizona and Campus Community 
Church, Tucson, served at Tree of Life 
Church, Tucson, Jan. 30.
 The students painted, cleared the 
grounds of leaves and weeds, sprayed 
herbicide, trimmed trees and refurbished 
picnic tables. As a thank-you, the church 
fed the students pizza.

HiWay Baptist Church, Mesa, burned 
the note on its children’s building 

between the two morning services on Jan. 
3. In almost five years, the church paid off 
about $600,000 and is now debt free.

The opportunity to engage people 
from far away has been a surprising 

result for churches using Zoom for small-
group meetings because of COVID-19. 
Earlier this year, attendees of the Friday 
night Bible study at Fil-Am International 
Baptist Church, Mesa, included women 
from Dubai and the Philippines.

CLAssIfIEd AdvErtIsIng
First Baptist Church, Sun City West is seeking a sound 
technician to work part-time, 4-5 hours per week. Must 
be knowledgeable of and have experience in operating 
StudioLive Series III Digital Mix Console/Recorder. Interested 
parties should contact the church office by e-mail at office@
fbcscw.org, or by phone at (623) 584-5738.       

Classified ads are $25 each for up to 30 words and $1.00 for each 
additional word, with a minimum charge of $25. Next available issue: 
July-September 2021. Advertising deadline is June 4. Send written ads 
to Portraits, 12801 N. 28th Dr., Ste. 1, Phoenix, AZ 85029 or email 
advertising@azsbc.org. For further assistance, call 602-843-1030 or 
800-687-2431.
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ChAngE sErvICE rEquEstEd

Some years are hard to remember. Did we go on vacation 

in Colorado in 2012, or was it 2013? Was it three years 

ago when we rented the cabin in Pinetop?

 Other years — like the year you were born or graduated 

from high school — are more memorable. And your spouse 

hopes you remember the year you got married ...

 The year 2020 will be one of those we’ll never forget. 

Hunting toilet paper, curbside pickup at stores and 

restaurants (or home delivery), working from home, hardly 

ever dressing up, children who are with you 24-7, attending 

church via video — 2020 was quite a year!

 But in the midst of all the strangeness and feeling like our 

worlds had been turned upside down, not everything about 

2020 was bad. As the stories in this issue show, some good 

things happened last year, and we should celebrate! 

 Calvary Baptist Church in Lake Havasu City, with its 

Parker campus, baptized 236 people — leading Arizona 

Southern Baptist churches in 2020 with Calvary’s highest 

number ever. Enchanted Hills Baptist Church in Tucson 

successfully launched small groups in an older, established 

church. 

 New churches, like Cross Church in Laveen, were started. 

In fact, Monty Patton, Send Network Arizona director, said 

in a video posted in one of our recent e-newsletters that 16 

new churches were started throughout the state in 2020 … 

during a pandemic! (By the way, you can sign up to receive 

the newsletter at azsbc.link/NewsSignup.)

 Now that we’re into year two of the pandemic and we’re 

starting to see the light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel, 

we’re realizing not everything may go back to just like it was 

in 2019. And that’s OK. We can celebrate the changes!

 Because of COVID-19, many of our churches learned new 

things. Some started and others upgraded the livestreaming 

of their worship services, and many don’t plan to stop when 

they can gather again at full capacity. 

 We discovered we don’t have to all be in the same room 

to have Bible study and make disciples, thanks to Zoom. 

I’m expecting to see a hybrid approach with virtual and 

in-person small groups from now on.

 What about your own church? What changes can you 

celebrate? What’s the next change you can make to further 

the gospel in your location?

Let’s celebrate!


