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No other institution on earth has the potential to change the world and address global issues as the local church. No
force on earth is as unstoppable as the local church when it is functioning as a unified body of believers. And
nothing brings a church together in unity better than a growth campaign.
The greatest waves of growth that Saddleback Church has ever experienced have been the result of the various
church-wide campaigns that we’ve done. When we set aside six to eight weeks to concentrate, as a church family,
on a single theme, amazing things happen, such as…
People bring their friends, co-workers, and neighbors to church.
Hundreds of people are baptized.
All kinds of new small groups form and launch.
Some people give financially for the first time, and everyone sacrifices for the Kingdom.
The church grows larger, deeper, broader, warmer, and stronger.
As you plan your preaching over the next twelve months, plan at least one, if not two, opportunities for your church to
align around a single theme. Some of our more well-known campaigns have included Decade of Destiny, 40 Days In

the Word, What On Earth Am I Here For? , and Daring Faith.
Amazingly, God has blessed these campaigns well beyond Southern California. Thousands of other churches in
various countries have seen people meet Jesus, churches be established, and new missionary endeavors
undertaken as the result of church-wide campaigns.
Here are some of the reasons I believe church-wide campaigns work so well…

They force you to concentrate.
Leading up to and during a campaign, your church’s entire staff and all key leaders are giving their time and energy
to a singular goal. Rather than juggling all of the various projects that come up along the way, churches that really
do campaigns well set aside good but distracting opportunities

They motivate you to ask God for fruitful results.
You can’t engineer spiritual growth. We can sow the seed and water it. We can plan and strategize. But it is God
alone, in his power and prerogative, that blesses with the result of a growing church.

They provide new opportunities for leadership development.
At Saddleback, we’ve seen hundreds of new small groups start at the beginning of a campaign. We prepare
curriculum that goes along with the preaching series. We gather all group leaders and potential group leaders
together and share the vision. And then we ask those hosts to start their groups. There are always people who step
up to lead during a campaign that would not have stepped up otherwise.

They give you the chance to re-cast a big vision.
Leading your church through a campaign gives you the opportunity to shepherd the flock and lead the body in a
unified way. A campaign should never be about fund-raising. It should be about faith-raising. Our goal, even when
challenging people to commit to giving, should really be to lead people to commit to growing in their faith.
It’s great to dream big things for God, but what we often need is a mechanism God can use to bring the vision to
pass, and a campaign is a pretty powerful mechanism for any church’s health and growth.
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